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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

LEGISLATIVE INSTRUMENT

Fisheries Management Act 1991

Heard Island and McDonald Islands Fishery Management Plan Amendment 2006
(No.1)

Subsection 17(1) of the Fisheries Management Act 1991 (the Act) provides that the Australian
Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) is to determine plans of management for all
Fisheries.

Subsection 20(1) provides that AFMA may amend a plan of management. The following
provides background and an explanation for amendments to the Plan made under subsection
20(1) of the Act.

The Heard Island and McDonald Islands Fishery

Fishing in the Heard Island and McDonald Islands (HIMI) Fishery is managed under the
provisions of the Heard Island and McDonald Islands Flshely Management Plan 2002 (the
~ Plan) and associated legislative instruments.

The HIMI Fishery lies in waters adjacent to the sub-Antarctic Heard Island and McDonald
Islands. The Islands are Australia’s most remote sovereign territory and are located on the
Kerguelen Plateau in the south Indian Ocean, about 4000 kilometres south-west of Perth. As
the Islands lie to the south of the Antarctic convergence, they also fall under the jurisdiction of
the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR).

Patagonian toothfish and mackerel icefish are the target species in the Fishery. The Fishery is
managed by a combination of output controls (that limit the amount of fish that can be taken
from the Fishery) in the form of quota statutory fishing rights (SFRs) and input controls (that,
for example, limit the number of vessels and type of gear that can be used in the Fishery).

CCAMLR determines total allowable catches, which are set to protect the target and non-
target fish stocks. Strict operating conditions are imposed to minimise negative effects on the
environment, including effects on non-target species.

The amendments do not result in any new fees or payments being owed by operators.
The amendments

The Plan is being amended to improve the management arrangements for the Fishery through
changes to the timing of monitoring responsibilities under the Fisheries Assessment Plan; to
overcatch provisions; to allow AFMA to make catch determinations in line with its international
obligations under CCAMLR and to improve the practical workings of the Fishery.

In general terms, the amendments:

1.  amend the date for allocating monitoring responsibilities, under the Fisheries
Assessment Plan, from 1 December to 1 March;

2. provide AFMA with the capacity to determine catch limits for non-target species;

3. alter the overcatch provisions to make them consistent with the overcatch
provisions proposed for the Macquarie Island Toothfish Fishery; and

4. - specify the number of SFRs for Patagonian toothfish and mackerel icefish.




Details of the Plan Amendment are set out below:

Section 1 provides that the Plan Amendment be cited as the Heard Island and McDonald
Islands Fishery Management Plan Amendment 2006.

Section 2 provides that the Plan Amendment commences on the day after it is registered.

Section 3 provides that Schedule 1 amends the Heard Island and McDonald Islands Fishery
Management Plan 2002.
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