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 SouthMAC agreed to recommend to the AFMA Board that the TACs prescribed by
CCAMLR XXI be endorsed for the HIMI Fishery for the 2002/03 season, that is:

 Bycatch Limits (tonnes) Dissostichus
spp. (tonnes)

 Mackerel
icefish

(tonnes)  Skates
and rays

 Macrourus
spp.

 Unicorn
icefish

 Grey
rockcod

 Each other
taxon

 2879  2980  120  465  150  80  50

 Managing bycatch in the HIMI Fishery
 SouthMAC considered the issue of managing of bycatch between trawl and longline
operations in the HIMI Fishery for the coming season. With the introduction of longlining in
the HIMI Fishery the bycatch composition from fishing operations is expected to change
from previous seasons. In particular, it is expected that catches of skates, rays and
macrourus spp. will increase significantly in longline operations.

 In May 2001 the AFMA Board agreed in relation to the HIMI Fishery:

 “that bycatch be managed on a global basis, in line with CCAMLR’s Conservation
Measures through conditions on SFRs and that if 50% of the TAC for any one bycatch
species is taken, an immediate review of the bycatch management policy would be
undertaken by AFMA.”

 This decision was taken prior to the introduction of longlining being considered. Trawl
bycatch over the past five seasons in the HIMI Fishery has been minimal and to date the
50% trigger has not been reached.

 SouthMAC proposed a mechanism that separates the bycatch limits between trawl and
longline operations, with the aim of ensuring that one catching method does not jeopardise
the operations of the other. The following review triggers were recommended for bycatch
species:

 Bycatch species  2002/03 limits
(tonnes)

 2002/03 combined
longline/trawl review

trigger (tonnes)

 2002/03 trawl review
trigger (tonnes)

 Skates and Rays  120  60  20

 Macrourus spp.  465  232  20

 Unicorn icefish  150  75  20

 Grey rockcod  80  40  20

 Each other taxon  50  25  10

 SouthMAC agreed that the triggers should be a guide and there should be flexibility between
operations should the levels require some adjustment during the season. SouthMAC also
recommended a review procedure be implemented for when a bycatch trigger is approached.
A review would be undertaken if the catch of any taxon reaches the above triggers. This
would allow fishing operations to proceed while the review is undertaken.






