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Dr Nick Gales agreed to provide SAFAG with a revised version of the protocol for the HIMI
Fishery. AFMA agreed to provide copies of these protocols to observers and vessels as soon as
they become available.

Action arising

Dr Rosemary Gales noted that next month the Sub-Antarctic Fur Seal and Southern Elephant Seal
Recovery Team are meeting. She agreed to raise seal population numbers around Macquarie
Island to the team and discuss what number of seals would need to be incidentally caught in
fishing gear to trigger a review of fishing operations or a series of actions in response to reaching
the trigger.

Dr Rosemary Gales agreed to provide SAFAG with feedback from the Sub-Antarctic Fur Seal
and Southern Elephant Seal Recovery Team meeting.

Action arising
Dr Rosemary Gales reported that for Macquarie Island the seal heads would need to continue to
be retained.

SAFAG noted the legal arrangements over seal biological samples once the vessel has returned to
port. A permit from the Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment is required for
landing seal biological samples into Tasmania. Seal samples are the property of AAD and the
onus of responsibility is on them to obtain the appropriate permits. AFMA agreed to ensure that
the required permits are obtained.

Action arising

1.5 Correspondence
SAFAG noted the following correspondence received since the last meeting:

4 December 2002 - Internal Minute from the Executive Officer of SouthMAC to AFMA Senior
Research and Data Manager regarding the draft Fisheries Administration Paper on Fishery
Assessment Groups;

For Information

11 December 2002 - A letter from Wendy Craik, Chair of AFMA, to the Chairman of
SouthMAC regarding the outcomes of SouthMAC 17;

For Information

24 December 2002 - A letter from Murray Hazell, AFMA Data Manager to the Executive
Officer of SouthMAC concerning the AFMA data confidentiality policy. An AFMA response is
also attached;

For Information

29 January 2003 - A letter from Frank Meere, AFMA Managing Director to the Chairman of
SouthMAC concerning the cost recovery for Fishery Assessment Group activities. The
correspondence and related papers are provided in Agenda item 8.1;

See Agenda Item 8.1

4 February 2003 – An e-mail from Sam Nelson, AFMA Research Manager concerning travel
allowance and the administration of FAG costs;

For Information

5 February 2003- A letter from the Secretary of the AFMA Research Committee regarding
Fishery Assessment Group budgets. The correspondence and related papers were discussed under
agenda item 8.2;

See Agenda Item 8.2
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Mr Scott informed the Group that the Janas would commence longline fishing operations in the
HIMI Fishery early May 2003.

SAFAG also noted that the fishing season in the Ross Sea has been marred by bad ice creating
access problems.

Agenda Item 4 HIMI Fishery

4.1 Fishery Assessment Plan
Members were provided with an update on the implementation of the HIMI Fishery Assessment
Plan for the 2002/03 season.

Ms O’Brien informed the Group that the monitoring (survey and tagging) plan for the HIMI
Fishery was put together by SAFAG late last year and distributed to operators for their
endorsement. However, some signatures were still outstanding. She noted that under the HIMI
Fishery Management Plan 2002, the HIMI Fishery Assessment Plan needs to be completed
before the start of the season (1 December).

Dr Sainsbury noted that operators should be provided with a realistic time frame in which to
consider their options and comment on the Plan. He recommended that next year’s Fishery
Assessment Plan should be dealt with at the September SAFAG meeting (pre-CCAMLR).

Action arising
Mr Scott sought greater flexibility when designing next year’s Plan. He would like to see
longliners making a greater contribution to the program in the future. Mr Williams noted that data
from longline operations would become available in August and this should be taken in to
account when reviewing the Fisheries Assessment Plan.

SAFAG noted progress towards finalising the Fishery Assessment Plan for 2002/2003.

4.2 Research update
Mr Williams provided an update to SAFAG on research being undertaken in the HIMI Fishery.
He indicated that the Southern Champion was currently undertaking the May 2003 survey. There
has not been many toothfish tagged as the vessel is targeting icefish, however, it is continuing to
tag skates.

Mr Williams informed SAFAG that a new batch of archival tags was placed in toothfish at HIMI
a few weeks ago. He informed SAFAG that there has been international interest in archival
tagging in deep waters. Communications with the French have been initiated to develop a
cooperative research tagging program to look at genetic stock separation and movement between
the toothfish populations.

During the Macquarie Island fishing trip in December 2002 a total of 497 toothfish were tagged
in the Aurora Trough area and 17 toothfish were tagged in the Northern Valleys area.

Agenda Item 5 Macquarie Island Fishery

5.1 Assessment of toothfish abundance and TAC setting

Dr Tuck presented his paper entitled “Abundance estimation and TAC setting for Patagonian
toothfish (Dissostichus eleginiodes) at Macquarie Island: a synopsis.” (SAFAG.17/1) The paper
presents an overview of the procedure that has led to the annual TAC for the toothfish stocks in
the Aurora Trough and Northern Valleys region of the Macquarie Island Fishery. The assessment
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7.2 Call for research applications
Members agreed that all the research projects outlined in the Strategic Research Plan for
2003/04-2007/08 were currently funded and that there was no need to initiate a formal call for
research applications for funding this year.

Agenda item 8 Finance

8.1 Fishery Assessment Group cost-recovery
SAFAG noted a letter dated 29 January 2003 from Frank Meere, MD, AFMA to Bill Nagle,
Chair, SouthMAC regarding the consultation on a framework for cost recovery of Fishery
Assessment Group (FAG) activities. The letter advised that 50% of FAG costs would be
recovered from industry during 2003/04. Members noted the 2003/04 budget for the FAG is
$17,565.

Agenda Item 9 CCAMLR New and Exploratory fisheries

SAFAG noted the revised ‘Guide to CCAMLR New and Exploratory Fisheries’ which outlines
the procedures and costs associated with submitting proposals to fish in CCAMLR waters in
2003/04.

Members noted that a large number of expressions of interest to operate in CCAMLR New and
Exploratory fisheries had been received from 5 Australian companies wishing to longline.

SAFAG noted that other countries may also apply to operate in these waters. They recognised
that a selection process may be required prior to the October/November 2003 CCAMLR meeting
if numerous applications were received from other countries to access the same CCAMLR
statistical areas as Australian fishers.

The Group noted that this issue would be discussed at SouthMAC 18.

Agenda Item 10 Duties for one observer
SAFAG discussed the issue of going to one observer on trawl fishing trips. It was agreed that for
the next trawl trip to the HIMI Fishery two observers would be on board and one of the observers
would carry out the duties (discussed at SAFAG 16) identified for a single observer. Mr Dick
Williams agreed to review the trial results at the next SAFAG meeting.

Action arising

AFMA, subject to the outcomes of the single observer trial, agreed to draft Regulations detailing
the standards for authorising a vessel to carry only one observer, including a formal assessment
of the skipper and vessel.

Action arising
It was recognised that if moving to one observer was approved, there would need to be
environmental trigger points developed which would determine under what circumstances there
would be a reversion to two observers.

In addition, SAFAG requested information from AFMA on the documentation process for all the
seabird data obtained from observers during fishing trips and what are the access rights to that
data.

Action arising
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Agenda Item 11 Other business

11.1 IUU fishing

Mr Exel informed SAFAG of the establishment of an international Coalition of Legal Toothfish
Operators (COLTO). SAFAG noted that at this stage there are 22 companies worldwide that have
banded together in an aim to eliminate illegal fishing for Patagonian Toothfish. The main activity
of the international coalition is to have a centralised voice for the global toothfish industry and
launch an international "Wanted" campaign with rewards of up to $US 100,000 for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of illegal fishermen.

Agenda Item 12 – Next meeting
SAFAG proposed to schedule the meeting for September 2003. It was agreed that the date and
venue be confirmed closer to September.

Meeting closed at 5:05 PM
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