
ACCIDENTAL CAPTURE OF DOLPHINS EAST OF FLINDERS ISLAND

AFMA has received a report of an accidental death of fourteen dolphins caused by a fishing vessel.  The vessel was
participating in a research project examining the biology of fish species in waters east of Flinders Island in Bass Strait.

AFMA, in conjunction with the Australian Government Department of Environment and Heritage, are investigating the
incident. AFMA will be assessing the information with a view to considering options for preventing any future
occurrence. AFMA acknowledges the cooperation of the owners of the fishing vessel in providing a timely report on the
incident. The capture of dolphins is an extremely rare occurrence in Australian fisheries- this is the first recorded capture
of dolphins in this area.

FOCUS ON THE SMALL PELAGIC FISHERY
The Small Pelagic Fishery Working Group will be meeting in Canberra tomorrow, focusing on AFMA’s recent discussion
paper on management options for the fishery and the views expressed by stakeholders during the comment period. AFMA
has recently issued an investment warning for the Small Pelagic Fishery and its management arrangements have been
under close consideration. Other matters on the agenda for the working group include the possible formation of a formal
Management Advisory Committee for the fishery, and an update on Blue Mackerel research activities.

COOPERATION ON ILLEGAL FISHING
As part of efforts to stop illegal fishing in the Australian Fishing Zone (AFZ), AFMA gave a presentation to senior
members of the Indonesian Department of Defence during October.  The meeting was fruitful, with a commitment given
by both parties to enhance cooperative efforts to address the issue.  From 1 January 2004, 112 foreign fishing vessels have
been apprehended, and 63 vessels have had forfeitures of their fishing gear.

INDUSTRY WORKS TO REDUCE BYCATCH IN THE NPF
Some interesting bycatch work is happening in the Northern Prawn Fishery (NPF) with the assistance of voluntary
industry participation. 25 vessels are currently involved in the Directed Industry Collection (DIC) project where the crew
collect samples of bycatch and send them back to CSIRO for species identification. In conjunction with this project, 12
vessels are involved in the Crew Member Observer (CMO) Program - these vessels have crew on board who have been
trained to collect bycatch samples and record relevant catch and effort information. 7 vessels are also participating in a
sea snake project which is testing the effectiveness of Bycatch Reduction Devices (BRD), and one scientific permit has
been provided to test a new BRD in the fishery. All this valuable work is being analysed by CSIRO with a report due
early next year.

NO SCALEFISH OVERCATCH IN 2004
Operators in the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (SESSF) will soon receive their Quota Transaction
Statement to show how they are tracking against their quota for the current year.  With the introduction of Statutory
Fishing Rights under the management plan for this fishery on 1 January 2005, operators are reminded that THERE WILL
BE NO SCALEFISH OVERCATCH ALLOWANCE FROM 2004 TO 2005.

This means that if you have caught more than your quota holdings of a species, you must lease in sufficient 2004 unspent
quota to cover this overcatch. Until you do so, you must not catch any more of the particular species.  Failure to do so
may leave operators liable to prosecution.
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UPCOMING MACs
The Eastern Tuna Management Advisory Committee (ETMAC) next meets in Sydney on 19-20 October 2004, and the
Northern Prawn Fishery Management Committee (NORMAC) meets in Brisbane on Monday 25 October 2004.

More information about MAC meetings is available by contacting AFMA on 1300 723 621 or by visiting AFMA’s
website www.afma.gov.au prior to MAC meetings for agendas and papers.

TAGGING OF TUNA ON THE EAST COAST
As part of the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) Scientific Research Program, a SBT
tagging program was conducted off Southern NSW between July and September 2004. A dedicated tagging vessel
operating under an AFMA scientific permit tagged 154 fish using conventional tags and electronic pop-up tags. The 2004
activities bring the total number of SBT tagged in the Tasman Sea to more than 800. To date, pop-up tagging data has
helped scientists understand patterns of residency of large SBT in the Tasman Sea, and has also shown large scale
Westerly movements of these fish into the Indian Ocean.

COMPLIANCE WORKSHOP
AFMA conducts most of its field compliance activities around the country with the assistance of state fisheries officers
under SLAs with the agencies. Through these arrangements, State agencies provide the manpower and expertise while
AFMA provides overall coordination, policy direction, technical advice and funding for these activities.

AFMA held its annual Service Level Agreement (SLA) workshop on the 28-29 September 2004, with all state
compliance agencies represented. This annual workshop is an opportunity for the exchange of information between the
states/territory and AFMA, and to review the risk assessments and compliance plans for Commonwealth fisheries.

SOUTH COAST PORT VISITS UNDERWAY
AFMA logbook officers are now conducting port visits in the South East Trawl Fishery (SETF).  The port visits give
logbook officers and accompanying SETF management staff the opportunity to meet face-to-face with permit holders,
skippers and crew and to discuss any issues about the fishery.

This latest round of port visits commenced in Sydney on Friday 1 October 2004 and will continue until the end of
October. The aim is to visit all major SETF ports, progressing south from Sydney down the coast and around to Portland
in western Victoria by the end of the month. If you have any queries relating to your port, please contact logbook officer
Matthew Perdrau on 0418 640 056.

NORFOLK ISLAND UPDATE
Last month, AFMA staff attended the Norfolk Island Fisheries Consultative Committee meeting on Norfolk Island.
Representatives from the Norfolk Island Government, the Norfolk Island Fishing Club and AFMA discussed a range of
issues relating to the management of fishing activity in the waters surrounding Norfolk Island.

The Committee recognised the need for basic fisheries data to assist in the review of the AFMA Board interim policy
covering fishing in the inshore waters surrounding Norfolk Island. The Committee fully supported the introduction of a
Norfolk Island Inshore Fishery catch card and the development of a MOU on data exchange. The information collected
will go towards providing an assurance to the AFMA Board that fishing activity in the inshore waters surrounding the
Island is sustainable.
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