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SOUTHERN FISHERIES PORT VISITS

Southern Fisheries staff will be undertaking a series of port meetings in the week commencing 6 December 2004. The
purpose of the port meetings is to explain to stakeholders the management arrangements from 1 January 2005 when boat
and scalefish quota Statutory Fishing Rights (SFRs) under the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery
Management Plan 2003 (SESSF Plan) come into effect.

There will be changes in management arrangements and processes for 2005, so anyone with an interest in the
SESSF should attend one of the meetings. The meetings will be held in various ports from Sydney to Port Lincoln,
including Tasmania. The schedule of port meetings will be sent out to all stakeholders and interested persons within the
next week. For more information, please contact Margot Sachse on 1300 723 621.

AFMA ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

AFMA’s annual public meeting is being held at 10.30 am on Friday 26 November at Mollymook Shores, Shepherd St,
Mollymook NSW. At the meeting, the AFMA Board will outline the outcomes, achievements and progress over the past
year as well as future issues for fisheries management. To help us finalise catering and seating requirements, PLEASE let
us know if you will be attending the meeting by contacting us on 1300 723 621.

LEVY ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2004-05

All AFMA concession holders will this week receive a guide to the indicative amounts for their levies for the 2004-05
financial year. The levy guide also includes information about how to pay your levies and what your levies are used for.

CHRISTMAS OPERATING HOURS -AFMA LICENSING

All operators should be aware that AFMA’s Licensing and Quota Management Section is preparing for the Christmas rush
period as the majority of entitlements are due to expire and be renewed before 31 Dec 2004. The Licensing and Quota
Management Section will be closed from Spm 23 December 2004 and reopening on 4 January 2005.

REMINDER - COVER YOUR CATCH WITH QUOTA!

As there will be no overcatch allowance for scalefish species from 2004 into 2005, operators in the Southern and Eastern
Scalefish and Shark Fishery who are currently over quota are being asked to immediately reconcile their catch.Warning
notices are now being sent out to all operators exceeding their quota. For more information, please contact Ryan Murphy,
Manager Licensing and Quota Management, on 1300 723 621.

FISHERIES OFFICERS GET NEW LOOK

Recently, all State Fisheries Officers performing duties on behalf of AFMA were issued with new AFMA-branded uniform
items including overalls, vests and caps. The new uniforms will ensure operators are able to clearly identify when a state
fisheries officer is performing Commonwealth fisheries compliance activities on behalf of AFMA.

PLEASE CHECK YOUR QUOTA STATEMENTS

Operators in the South East Trawl, Gillnet Hook and Trap, Victorian Inshore Trawl and Great Australian Bight fisheries
will be sent a full 2004 Quota Transaction Statement in mid-November. Operators should check the information carefully
and advise AFMA of any discrepancies or errors ASAP. Don’t forget that you can now access your full quota transaction
history online, when you need it, through AFMA’s new Quotaview service. To register for this service, give us a call on
AFMA Direct 1300 723 621.
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NEW EXPORT DOCUMENT FOR SWORDFISH, BIGEYE AND NORTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and AFMA are introducing a uniform Australian Fish Export
Statistical Document that complies with international reporting requirements for broadbill swordfish, bigeye tuna and
northern bluefin tuna. Under the new program, only one statistical document is required for exports of these species. This
statistical document may be validated by Commonwealth licensed fish receivers.

The uniform Australian Fish Export Statistical Document program DOES NOT affect the Trade Information Scheme (TIS)
for southern bluefin tuna. Exporters of southern bluefin tuna will need to continue to complete their TIS logbook and have
their exports validated according to current requirements.

WHAT’S AUSTRALIA’S SBT CATCH LIMIT?

The 11" annual Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin tuna (CCSBT) meeting was held in South Korea in
October 2004, where it was agreed that the 2004/05 TAC for participating nations should be maintained at 14,030 tonnes,
which was the same as the TAC for the 2003-04 season.

The SBT Fishery Management Plan 1995 requires AFMA to determine Australia’s national catch allocation for the
Australian SBT fishery at a level that does not exceed the allocation to Australia by the Commission. On 29 October 2004,
AFMA determined the national catch allocation for SBT to be 5,265,000 kilograms for the 2004/05 season. Also under
the SBT Plan, AFMA must calculate the actual live weight value for SBT SFRs. This calculation provides the actual live
weight value of a statutory fishing right (SFR) for the 2004/05 season on the basis of the total allowable catch (TAC). The
live weight value has been set at 0.9888397276 kg per SFR. For more information, please contact Manager Southern
Bluefin Tuna, Andy Bodsworth on 1300 723 621.

CRACKING DOWN ON ILLEGAL FISHERS

At the recent meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), Minister
for Fisheries, Senator lan Macdonald, announced Australia’s commitment to take a lead role in the crack down on illegal
fishing through pressuring countries that willingly harbour illegal fishers. Of particular interest are those illegal fishers
targeting the Patagonian Toothfish in the remote Antarctic waters, undermining the management observed by licensed
operators and jeopardising the sustainability of the fishery.

Australia’s tough approach is beginning to see some positive results with authorities increasingly recognising the
seriousness of illegal fishing. In an important step, all 24 participating CCAMLR nations agreed to adopt a centralised
monitoring system for verifying vessels’ positions and movements.

NATIONAL PRAWN INDUSTRY CONFERENCE

AFMA is proud to be a major sponsor of the National Prawn Industry Conference 2004- The next Phase, being held in
Cairns on 28-30 November. The 2004 Conference aims to identify the opportunities, challenges and changes necessary for
a prosperous prawn industry into the future. The Conference program has been tailored to motivate delegates to become
involved in management, environmental sustainability, public debate and marketing. For more information about the
National Prawn Industry Conference 2004 or to register your interest in attending, please visit
www.prawnconference.com.au.
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