
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE- ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY OF THE NORTHERN PRAWN FISHERY 

Please note the following media release for the information of all licence holders issued by the Minister for Fisheries, 
Senator Ian Macdonald on 22 March 2005: 

 

 
Northern Prawn Fishery  

 
The Government is aware that the Northern Prawn Fishery is being operated in a sustainable manner, 
and that the decision taken by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA) to restructure the 
industry is aimed at improving the economic efficiency of the fishery.  
 
The Government is also aware that industry participants are preparing for the current season and have 
made commercial decisions on the basis of the AFMA decision.  
 
Given the above, the Government does not plan to intervene in the implementation of the Northern 
Prawn Fishery effort reduction decision made by AFMA.  
 
The Government has however, requested advice on the application of the economic efficiency objective 
in the Fisheries Management Act 1991, and on the means of ensuring that there are minimum 
interventions in market adjustments within Commonwealth-managed fisheries.  
 
The Government prefers to avoid market interventions where this is practical.  
I have advised AFMA that the Australian Government will be considering this additional advice and 
have requested that it take this into account in giving effect to its statutory responsibilities for fisheries 
management.  
 
DAFF05/41M 22 March 2005  
Further information:  
Senator Macdonald’s office David Crisafulli (07) 4771 3066 or 0400 144 483  
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BRS RELEASES FISHERIES REPORT 

A stock take of Commonwealth-managed fisheries released this week has shown management action taken for 
some species over recent months was needed. The Bureau of Rural Sciences’ (BRS) Fishery Status Report 
provides an assessment of Australian fish stocks based on the latest available stock assessment in 2003, and is a 
vital part of ensuring healthy, productive and profitable fisheries for future generations. The report shows that of 
the 74 species assessed, 17 are classified as overfished.  

In releasing the report, Minister Macdonald said that much is being done to ensure the long-term survival of all 
fish species and the fishing communities that depend on them, with AFMA already putting in place management 
changes to help bring about the recovery of those species classed as overfished. The report can be viewed at 
www.brs.gov.au/fish/status_report  
COMMONWEALTH FISHERS NOTE: NEW GREAT BARRIER REEF MARINE PARK ZONING 

On 1 July 2004 all zoning in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park (GBRMP) changed. The GBRMP was rezoned as 
a result of implementing the Representative Areas Program which found that previous zoning did not adequately 
protect key areas of the marine park.  To find out what fishing activities are allowed within the GBRMP, operators 
should access the GBRMPA website http://www.gbrmpa.gov.au. The website includes the new zoning maps, and 
an introductory brochure explaining the new rules and best environmental practice guidelines. For queries, contact 
GBRMPA on 1800 990177 info@gbrmpa.gov.au.  
 
‘CROSSING THE LINE’ 

A DVD called 'Crossing the Line' has just been provided to the Australian longline fleet. Developed by Belldi 
Consultancy and Hatchling Productions with funding from the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation, 
it is destined to help the Australian longline fishing industry minimise its impact on sea turtle populations. 

It shows how to: 
• use dehooking devices on turtles both on deck and still in the water;  
• safely bring turtles onboard and handle them on deck; and,  
• help comatose turtles recover and how to release them back into the water.  

It also explains how to tag, measure and identify the different species of turtle. 
 
GABTF ENSURES SUSTAINABLE FUTURE   

AFMA and the Great Australian Bight Trawl Industry Association (GABIA) are working together to ensure the 
long term sustainability of the Great Australian Bight Trawl Fishery (GABTF) through the implementation of an 
independent trawl survey as part of their fishery assessment program. The aim of the survey is to generate a 
relative index of abundance for the key target species deepwater flathead and Bight redfish. The index will be a 
valuable part of the GABTF stock assessment model and will assist in setting of Total Allowable Catches that are 
biologically and economically sustainable. The mainly industry-funded survey was matched by 20% funding from 
AFMA. 

GABIA identified the need for the independent survey in step with modern fishery management and assessment 
techniques.  Association members said that, “we have afforded ourselves the ability to utilise scientifically robust 
data in our assessments so as to confidently assure the Australian community that we are operating in a sustainable 
way”. The results of the survey will be available in the coming months.  
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