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Tiger prawn season set to start 
The Northern Prawn Fishery (NPF) second (tiger prawn) season opens on Monday 1 August 2005. During this 
season there are a number of ongoing observer activities including crew member observers who will be carrying out 
research on bycatch as well as a couple of AFMA scientific observers who will visit a number of boats to also collect 
independent information on bycatch. A number of NPF vessels are also involved in carrying out a project looking at 
how effective bycatch reduction devices (BRDs) are in reducing the capture of sea snakes. This is very much an 
industry/ research/ management cooperative project – the efforts of these fishermen will benefit the fishery as a 
whole. Thank you. 

The CSIRO NPF pre-season research survey results will be up on the AFMA website as soon as they become 
available. These results will also be posted out to all Statutory Fishing Right (SFR) holders and emailed to other 
stakeholders. For a copy, please contact Wade Whitelaw at wade.whitelaw@afma.gov.au. AFMA wishes all 
operators the best of luck for the season. 

Cold currents see change to tuna zones off east coast  
AFMA has revised its arrangements for conserving southern bluefin tuna (SBT) stocks as cold ocean currents 
sweep north up the East Coast of Australia. As SBT follow the colder currents, the zone limits have been moved 
north to ensure stocks are conserved. To ensure the impact on the fishing industry is minimised as much as 
possible, AFMA undertakes a full review of the location of the zones every two weeks from May to October, this 
review draws on advice from CSIRO scientist, independent observers and industry members.  Through this review, 
AFMA can quickly identify any changes in possible SBT movements that may allow the measures to be eased. 

Commencing on Friday 29 July, the core zone Northern boundary will move to at the coastline of east Australia 
with the parallel of latitude 28 degrees 30 minutes South; from there east along that parallel to its intersection with 
the meridian of longitude 154 degrees East; from there south along that meridian to parallel of latitude 31 degrees 
South; and from there east along that parallel. The buffer zone is all waters east of the meridian of longitude 154 
degrees East, south of the parallel of latitude 30 degrees South and north of the parallel of latitude 31 degrees 
South. For a map of the zones, please go to www.afma.gov.au/news/media/2005/mr050728.php. 
 
New Darwin Office for AFMA 
AFMA is opening a new Darwin office by the end of this year with the aim of increasing the effectiveness of its 
foreign compliance operations.  The administration of AFMA’s foreign compliance program from Darwin will 
increase staff availability for foreign compliance deployment and AFMA’s command and control capabilities in a 
changing operational environment. A decision on the preferred premises will be made in the next couple of weeks.  

Interested in becoming a fisheries officer? 
It is expected that the office will accommodate approximately 25 staff with the majority of positions being fisheries 
officers.  AFMA has commenced a recruitment process to select the fisheries officers. Further information on the 
positions and selection criteria are available on AFMA’s website at 
http://www.afma.gov.au/about/careers/vacancies/ or contact Peter Venslovas, Senior Manager Licensing and 
Compliance on (02) 6272 5682 or 1300 723 621. 
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Changes to Senior Managers for Tuna and Billfish, Northern Fisheries 
Andrew McNee has left AFMA to take up a senior position in Department of Environment and Heritage.  Andrew 
has been the Senior Manager for the tuna and billfish fisheries for the last 5 years.  Under his leadership there has 
been significant progress on key tuna and billfish management issues including international engagement, 
implementation of the seabird threat abatement plan, formal review of the southern bluefin tuna management plan, 
and most recently the finalisation of statutory management plans for the eastern, and southern and western tuna 
and billfish fisheries.   

Andrew is being replaced by Trysh Stone who was previously Senior Manager Northern Fisheries.  Trysh is one of 
AFMA’s most experienced fisheries managers and has been tempted to leave the northern area after 6 years to 
take on the challenges of tuna management.   

Call for comments on the Small Pelagic Fishery 
The Small Pelagic Fishery Independent Allocation Advisory Panel (IAAP) invites your comments on the 
IAAP’s draft report for the AFMA Board. Written submissions will be accepted until 26 August 2005. The 
draft report can be downloaded from AFMA’s website at http://www.afma.gov.au/fisheries/pelagic/notices/default.php 

Return of licensing applications 
AFMA’s Licensing & Quota Management section often receives applications that are incomplete due to the 
applicant not providing the required information.  When this occurs, AFMA notifies the applicant immediately.  
However on occasion some applicants do not follow up with the necessary information. Please ensure if this 
occurs, you provide the information promptly or your application will necessarily be returned. 
 
New act gives AFMA power to enforce international obligations 
A recent amendment to the Fisheries Management Act gives AFMA increased powers to enforce our international 
obligations.  The Fisheries Legislation (International Obligations and Other Matters) Act 2005 received royal assent 
on 6 July and implements Australia’s compliance with international obligations under the Convention on the 
Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC).  

In particular, AFMA will now be enforcing new offences regarding the violation of WCPFC conservation and 
management measures, as well as boarding and inspection regime applicable to WCPFC boats. Other provisions of 
the Act allow the Australian Government to disclose information about suspected illegal fishers to foreign 
governments and to international intergovernmental agencies.  The amendment also extends the domestic 
infringement notice scheme to foreign fishing offences. All of this means AFMA will be doing everything it can to 
protect our waters from illegal fishing activities.  

You can read the Fisheries Legislation (International Obligations and Other Matters) Act 2005 at: 
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/Act1.nsf/asmade/bytitle/15DF2BE8835F1413CA257038002A31F0.  

National Seafood body CEO to depart 
Australian Seafood Industry Council (ASIC) CEO Russ Neal has advised that he has resigned from ASIC to take up a 
position in the office of the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, the Hon. Peter McGauran. We extend our 
best wishes to Russ on his new appointment. 

Upcoming meetings 
The next Southern and Western Tuna and Billfish Fishery (SWTBF) Stock Assessment Group meeting will be held in 
Fremantle on 9-10 August. The key item on the agenda will be the Ecological Risk Assessment.   

http://www.afma.gov.au/fisheries/pelagic/notices/default.php
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/ComLaw/Legislation/Act1.nsf/asmade/bytitle/15DF2BE8835F1413CA257038002A31F0

