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Table 1. Total allowable catch (TAC) and other lim its for the 2011/12 fishing season

Quota Species 2011/12 TAC Change from 2010/11 Overcatch Undercatch
(research (independent of research percentage  percentage
allowance) allowances)
Alfonsino 750t +250t 10 10
Bight Redfish 1556t (20t), 3yr -97t 10 10
Blue-eye Trevalla 326t (0.2t) -102t 10 10
Blue Grenadier 4700t (204t), 3yr ot 10 10
Blue Warehou 133t (+50t)" -50t None None
Deepwater Flathead 1650t (20t), 2yr* +550t 10 10
S;e;pwater Shark basket — 85t (51) ot 10 10
Vl?lggtpwater Shark basket - 143t (51) +48t 10 10
Elephant fish 89t +24t 10 10
Flathead 2750t (16t), 1yr 0] 10 10
Gemfish - east 100t (+1t)* ot None None
Gemfish - west 94t (+0.5t) -15t 10 10
Gummy Shark 1717t (0.4t) Ot 10 10
Jackass Morwong 450t (71) Ot 10 10
John Dory 221t (0.71) ot 10 10
Mirror Dory 718t (2.8t) Ot 10 10
Ocean Perch 300t (2t) ot 10 10
Orange Roughy - Albany & 50t (+200t)* ot None None
Esperance
Orange Roughy - southern 35t Ot None None
Orange Roughy - eastern 25t (+150t)" ot None None
Orange Roughy - western 60t Ot None None
Orange Roughy - Cascade 500t ot 10 10
Oreo, Smooth - Cascade 150t ot 10 10
Oreo, Smooth - other 45t Ot 10 10
Oreo, Basket 113t (0.5t) -75t 10 10
Pink Ling 1200t (7t) ot 10 10
Redfish 276t (7t) -275t 10 10
Ribaldo 168t (0.2t) +37t 10 10
Royal Red Prawn 303t -97t 10 10
Sawshark 226t -290t 10 10
School Shark 176t -40t None None
School Whiting 641t (1.3t) -203t 10 10
Silver Trevally 540t (0.71t) +180t 10 10
Spotted (Silver) Warehou 2566t (7.71), 3yr Ot 10 10

*These species’ research quota is in addition to the TAC not included in the TAC like the others.
* The TAC has been increased by 10% from the default setting of 1,500 tonnes in accordance with the
Great Australian Bight Harvest Strategy Decision rules.

Non-guota Species

Boarfish — trigger (ECDWT sector)
Orange roughy — incidental catch

(ECDWT sector)

2011/12 TAC

(research allowance)

200t
50t

Change from
2010/11
0]

Ot
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Table 2. SESSF Conversion Factors for the 2011/12

fishing season

2011/12 Conversion

Quota species 2011/12 TAC | Number of SFRs Factor

(®)
Alfonsino 750 752977 0.99604636
Bight Redfish 1556 1000000 1.536
Blue Eye Trevalla 326 788654 0.413108917
Blue Grenadier 4700 4950838 0.908129088
Blue Warehou 133 2384855 0.05576859
Deepwater Flathead 1650 3000000 0.543333333
Deepwater Shark Basket — East* 85 217081 0.368526034
Deepwater Shark Basket — West* 143 259750 0.531280077
Elephant Fish 89 92376 0.963453711
Flathead 2750 2940223 0.929861442
Gemfish - Eastern* 100 198855 0.502878982
Gemfish - Western (CTS)* 94 285607 0.329123586
Gummy Shark 1717 2236443 0.767558127
Jackass Morwong 450 1365760 0.324361528
John Dory 221 204895 1.075184851
Mirror Dory 718 673210 1.062372811
Ocean Perch 300 298914 0.996942264
Orange Roughy (Albany &
Esperance) 50 200000 0.2500000000
Orange Roughy (Cascade
Plateau) 500 1506641 0.331864061
Orange Roughy (Eastern) 25 7254511 0.003446132
Orange Roughy (Southern) 35 7356328 0.004757809
Orange Roughy (Western) 60 1450898 0.0413537
Oreos 113 564422 0.199318949
Pink Ling 1200 894840 1.333199231
Redfish 276 473898 0.567632697
Ribaldo 168 258893 0.648144214
Royal Red Prawn 303 382098 0.79299028
Sawshark 226 346879 0.651524018
School Shark 176 464142 0.379194298
School Whiting 641 2024991 0.315902639
Silver Trevally 540 463828 1.162715489
Silver Warehou 2566 981803 2.605716218
Smooth Oreos (Cascade
Plateau) 150 312758 0.479604039
Smooth Oreos (other) 45 137834 0.326479678

* The delineation between eastern and westerns stocks of Gemfish and the Deepwater Shark baskets

is 14622'E and 4243'S.
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Table 3. Tier one levy

Tier 1 Concession Levy per SFR ($)
Scalefish Hook Boat SFR 7,038.60
Shark Hook Boat SFR 2,996.85
Gillnet Boat SFR 2,996.85
SETF Boat SFR 8,673.89
GHATEF Coastal waters permit 3,066.54
Victorian Onshore Trawl permit 1,687.23
East Coast Deepwater Trawl permit 3,496.96
Western Deepwater Trawl permit 11,859.21
Trap permit 7,038.60
South Tasman Rise permit 0.00
Table 4. Tier two levy
Quota species Levy per SFR ($)
Blue Eye Trevalla 0.1301
Blue Grenadier 0.1380
Blue Warehou 0.0223
Elephant fish 0.1528
Flathead 0.1806
Gemfish - east 0.0923
Gemfish - west 0.0564
Gummy Shark 0.3519
Jackass Morwong 0.0536
John Dory 0.2023
Mirror Dory 0.0977
Ocean Perch 0.1221
Orange Roughy - south 0.0002
Orange Roughy - east 0.0037
Orange Roughy - west 0.0019
Orange roughy - Cascade 0.0316
Pink Ling 0.2450
Redfish 0.0782
Royal Red Prawn 0.0271
Sawshark 0.1631
School Shark 0.1574
School Whiting 0.0273
Silver Trevally 0.0758
Spotted Warehou 0.1719
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Table 5. Overview of the SESSF

SESSF Sector HEI Tgrget Methods Specific Gear Requirements Reporting
Species Employed
Codend requirements Bycgtch Reduction
Devices
Otter trawl 90mm mesh scalefish. Single square mesh
scalefish ' 115mm mesh in net 90mm single twine mesh | ( 90mm) panel in upper
Commonwealth Trawl Tiger Flathead, (includin mouth & wings or 102mm double twine side of codend bag
Sector (CTS) & East Pink Ling, Blue g (scalefish otter trawl mesh or 90mm double (15X20bars) or i
. ECDWTS) ; Logbook:EFT01B
Coast Deepwater Grenadier, only) twine mesh + one of the a Large rotated mesh CDR:SESS2A
Trawl Sector Spotted following BRDs (T90) ( 90mm) in upper '
(ECDWTS) Warehou codend (15X18 meshes)
Otter trawl, 40-60mm mesh at any part of net
prawn
Damsh Seine, 38mm Danish seine at any part of net
scalefish
Deepwater Demersal otter
Great Australian Bight trawl and : Logbook: SWTO1A
Trawl Sector (GABTS) F[athead aﬂd limited Otter trawl or midwater trawl 90mm mesh CDR:GAB2C
Bight Redfish .
midwater trawl
Demersal
Scalefish Blue - longline, Demersal longline no limit on hooks; auto longline max 15 000 hooks, Tori line
Hook eye Trevalla, automatic must be used, Best Fishing Gear (BFG) or Mustad auto longlining systems only;
Pink Ling longline and Drop line no limit on hooks. Logbook: LNO1A
dropline. CDR:SESS2A
Gillnet Shark Demersal Demersal Longline no limit on number of hooks in Commonwealth waters; Number
Hook and Gummy Shark . of hooks permitted under Coastal Water Permit are limited but number may vary
Hook longline ; ;
Trap depending on permit.
(SGeﬁtX.rrS) In Commonwealth waters Max 4200m long x 20 mesh deep or 3360m long x 25
Shark Gummv Shark Bottom set mesh deep or 2800m long x 30 mesh deep or 2100m long x 40 mesh deep; Mesh | Logbook: NTO1A
gillnet y gillnet size 15-16.5cm (5.9"-6.5"). Net length may vary under Coastal Water Permits but | CDR:SESS2A
never exceeds above measurements.
Max 100 traps. 0.9m high x 1.2m wide x 1.8m long (max). A 60mm x 250mm Loabook: TROL
Trap Pink Ling Fish trap escape hole on lower portion of one side (min). A 250mm x 460mm entrance on CDgR' SESSZA

front (max).
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Table 6. Prohibited fish species in the SESSF

Grey Nurse shark

Tuna and tuna
species *

like

Species In waters relevant to
TAS | S.A |N.S.W |VIC
Billfish
Black Cod
Great White shark No Take

" Refer to Part 1, Section 3 of the SESSF Management Plan 2003 for definition of

tuna and tuna-like fish

Table 7. Trip limits for State managed finfish species

In waters relevant to
Species TAS S.A VIC
200kg limit
200kg limit finfish finfish
Australian Anchovy
Australian Salmon No Take No Take
Banded Morwong
Bastard Trumpeter 20kg 20kg
Black Bream No Take
Blue Groper 50kg 50kg
Blue Sprat No Take No Take*

Broadbill Swordfish

Maximum of 2 for Scalefish hook Boat SFR only

Dusky Morwong

Garfish

Grassy (rock) Flathead

King Gar No take

King George Whiting No Take
Luderick

Magpie Morwong

Mulloway 100kg

pilchard No take
Red Mullet

Sea Sweep

Snook

Sprat No Take No Take*
Wrasse

Yelloweye Mullet

Yellow-finned Whiting

Striped Trumpeter N 20kg 20kg
Snapper comblgggﬁg up to 50kg 50kg”
Yellowtail Kingfish Max 10 Max 10

* pPlease refer to section 3.5 Snapper management arra

d

ngements in Victorian waters.
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Table 8. Trip limits for crustaceans

Species In waters relevant to:
TAS | S.A | NSW | VIC

Deepwater Prawn

Red Prawn

Prawn genus Aristeus
Royal Red Prawn
Scarlet Prawn

Permitted species

Eastern King Prawns No take No take No take No take
School Prawns No take No take No take No take
Included in 50kg

No take No take No take limit for other

Other prawns crustaceans

Carid Permitted species

Rock Lobster No take

Giant (King) Crab Max of 5 Max of 5 Max of 5 Max of 5

Bay Bug Max 200kg No take Max 10kg

Other crustaceans Max 50kg

Table 9. Trip limits for molluscs

Species In waters relevant to
TAS S.A VIC N.S.W
Arrow squid
Red ocean squid . Permitted Permitted
_ Permitted : .
Southern ocean arrow squid species Species Species
Yellowback squid
Scallops No take
Abalone No take
Shells or shellfish Max 50kg Max 50kg
Other molluscs Max 500kg Max 500kg Max 50kg
Limpets or Keyhole limpets No take
Key:

* Refers to GHAT sector only
No regulations apply to these species

In addition to the species above take of the following species is prohibited in Tasmania:

Handfish, Family Brachionichthyidae; and
Three finned blennies, Family Tripterygiidae

The take of Seahorses and Pipefish, Family Sygnathidae is prohibited in Tasmania and
Commonwealth waters .

The following finfish species are included in the 200kg finfish  trip limit basket for waters
relevant to South Australia when fishing by the method of trawl

Black reef leatherjacket; - Parrotfish (knifejaw); and
Chinaman leatherjacket; - Rough leatherjacket

In addition to the species permitted in Table 7, Barracouta and all Leatherjacket species may
be included in the 200kg trip limit basket for GHATS operators in waters relevant to Victoria.

d

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 2011 Management Arrangements



Table 10. Scientific and common names for SESSF qu

Quota species

Blue-eye Trevalla

Blue Grenadier
Blue Warehou
Flathead

Gemfish (eastern)
Gemfish (western)
Jackass Morwong

John Dory

Pink Ling

Mirror Dory

Ocean Perch

Redfish

Royal Red Prawn

School Whiting

Silver Trevally

Silver Warehou

Orange Roughy (eastern)
Orange Roughy (western)
Orange Roughy (southern)

Orange Roughy (Cascade
Plateau)

School Shark
Gummy Shark

Elephant Fish

Sawshark

Alfonsino

Bight Redfish

L)

Scientific name

Hyperoglyphe antarctica
Schedophilus labyrinthica

Macruronus novaezelandae

Seriolella brama

Neoplatycephalus
aurimaculatus

Neoplatycephalus richardsoni

Platycephalus bassensis

Platycephalus
caeruleopunctatus

Platycephalus speculator

Rexea solandri
Rexea solandri

Nemadactylus macropterus

Zeus faber

Genypterus blacodes
Zenopsis nebulosis
Helicolenus species
Centroberyx affinis
Haliporoides sibogae
Sillago flindersi
Pseudocaranx dentex
Seriolella punctata
Hoplostethus atlanticus
Hoplostethus atlanticus
Hoplostethus atlanticus

Hoplostethus atlanticus

Galeorhinus galeus
Mustelus antarcticus

Members of the Families
Callorhinchidae and
Rhinochimaeridae

Pristiophorus cirratus
Pristiophorus nudipinnis
Beryx splendens

Centoberyx gerrardi

ota species

Common Name

Blue-eye Trevalla
Ocean Blue-eye
Blue Grenadier
Blue Warehou

Toothy Flathead

Tiger Flathead
Southern Sand Flathead
Bluespotted Flathead
Southern Bluespotted
Flathead

Gemfish

Gemfish

Jackass Morwong
John Dory

Pink Ling

Mirror Dory

Ocean Perch

Redfish

Royal Red Prawn
Eastern School Whiting
Silver Trevally

Silver Warehou

Orange Roughy
Orange Roughy

Orange Roughy

Orange Roughy

School Shark
Gummy Shark

Elephant fish and Spookfish

of the families
Callorhinchidae and
Rhinochimaeridae

Common Sawshark
Southern Sawshark
Alfonsino

Bight Redfish

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 2011 Management Arrangements
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Quota species
Deepwater Flathead

Orange Roughy (GAB Albany
and Esperance zones)

Deepwater Shark

Oreo

Ribaldo

Smooth Oreo

Scientific name

Neoplatycephalus conatus
Hoplostethus atlanticus

Centroscymnus coelolepis
Centroscymnus crepidater
Centroscyllium kamoharai
Centroscymnus owstoni
Centroscymnus plunketi
Dalatias licha

Deania calcea

Deania quadrispinosa
Etmopterus bigelowi
Etmopterus brachyurus
Etmopterus dianthus
Etmopterus dislineatus
Etmopterus evansi
Etmopterus fusus
Etmopterus granulosus
Etmopterus lucifer
Etmopterus molleri

Etmopterus pusillus
Allocyttus niger
Allocyttus verrucosus
Neocyttus rhomboidalis

Neocyttus species

Mora moro

Pseudocyttus maculatus

Common Name

Deepwater Flathead
Orange Roughy

Portugese Dogfish
Golden Dogfish
Bareskin Dogfish
Owston’s Dogfish
Plunket’s Dogfish

Black Shark

Brier Shark

Longsnout Dogfish
Smooth Lanternshark
Short-tail Lanternshark
Pink Lanternshark
Lined Lanternshark
Blackmouth Lanternshark
Pygmy Lanternshark
Southern Lanternshark
Blackbelly Lanternshark
Moller’s Lanternshark

Slender Lanternshark
Black Oreodory

Warty Oreodory

Spikey Oreodory
Oreodory species of the
genus Neocyttus
Ribaldo

Smooth Oreodory

Quota Species — as written in Schedule 2 of the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark
Fishery Management Plan 2003.
Common Name - as given by the Australian Fish Names Standards, Seafood Services

Australia.
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Key Documents

Key legislative documents

Commonwealth:
Fisheries Management Act 19912
Fisheries Management Regulations 2004 #
Commonwealth Fisheries Harvest Strategy Policy (HSP) and Guidelines 2007 °

SESSF-specific:
Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Management Plan 2003°
Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Harvest Strategy Framework 2009°
Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Total Allowable Catch (2011
Fishing Year) Determinations — for quota species, non-quota species, and overcatch
and undercatch®

SESSF Closures and Directions®:
- The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Closures Direction No. 3 2010

— for the protection of Australian Sea Lions
The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Closures Direction No. 4 2010
— general closures in the SESSF
The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Closures Direction No. 5 2010
— regarding the take of Snapper in the CTS
The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (Gear Requirements)
Direction No. 6 2010 — SEDS for freezer/processing vessels
The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (Minimum Gear
Requirements) Direction 2010 — Minimum gear requirements in the SESSF

* Note: These Closures and Directions may be replaced by subsequent versions

Other key documents

Industry Code of Practice for Automatic Longline Operators Encountering Gulper
Sharks, SEFA 2006°

Stock Rebuilding Strategies for Blue Warehou, School Shark, Eastern Gemfish®
Orange Roughy Conservation Programme®

Australian Sea Lion Management Strategy®

Flinders Research Zone Management Policy®

Bycatch and Discarding Workplans®

South-east Trawl Fishery: Seal Bycatch — Guidelines for reporting and data collection
2007°

Threat Abatement Plan for the incidental catch of seabirds during oceanic longline
fishing operations 2006°

AFMA logbooks'

AFMA licensing forms®

Links to documents

a. http://www.afma.gov.au/about-us/legislation-and-policy/

b. http://www.afma.gov.au/managing-our-fisheries/harvest-strategies/

c. http://lwww.afma.gov.au/managing-our-fisheries/fisheries-a-to-z-index/southern-and-
eastern-scalefish-and-shark-fishery/publications-and-forms/
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http://www.afma.gov.au/managing-our-fisheries/fisheries-a-to-z-index/southern-and-

eastern-scalefish-and-shark-fishery/notices-and-announcements/
http://www.antarctica.gov.au/science/southern-ocean-ecosystems/seabird-
bycatch/threat-abatement-plan-seabirds
http://www.afma.gov.au/services-for-industry/logbooks-and-catch-disposal/
http://www.afma.gov.au/resource-centre/publications-and-forms/fisheries/licensing-
and-quota-management/
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of the booklet

The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (SESSF) Management Arrangements
Booklet is produced yearly and distributed to all concession holders prior to the fishing year,
which runs from 1 May to 30 April. The purpose of this booklet is to serve asa  guide to the
management arrangements that will apply to SESSF concession holders in the 2011/12
fishing year.

To be able to fish in the SESSF, a concession holder must fulfill various requirements
depending on the geographical location and the species targeted. Legislative requirements for
operators in the SESSF are detailed in several key documents, which are listed on page 12. It
is the responsibility of the concession holder to f amiliarise themselves with these
documents.

Please note that the Great Australian Bight Trawl sector, while part of the SESSF, has a
separate Management Arrangements Booklet entitled Boat Operating Procedures Manual
for the Great Australian Bight Trawl Fishery . This is available on the AFMA website.

Further information on any of the SESSF management arrangements can be found on the
AFMA website, or by contacting one of the people listed in Section 10.

1.2 Management of the fishery

The SESSF is managed in accordance with the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark
Fishery Management Plan 2003 (the Management Plan). Management of the fishery is mainly
through Total Allowable Catch (TAC) limits. A TAC is set for each quota species and certain
non-quota species (to cover incidental catch), and is the total catch by all concession holders
that may be taken during that fishing year. The TACs for the 2011/12 season are provided in
Table 1.

Currently 34 species/species groups are managed under quota, which includes 3 species in
the Great Australian Bight Trawl Sector (see Table 1). Quota species comprise around 80% of
the total commercial landed catch.

In order to fish in the SESSF, operators must hold a relevant fishing concession which
provides them access to an area in which to fish, method by which they are allowed to fish
(boat SFR or permit) and if fishing for quota species, relevant quota holdings for that species.
The SESSF is a limited entry fishery, which means that no new fishing concessions are
created and one must obtain an existing concession in order to enter the fishery. More detall
on fishing concessions is provided in Section 4.

Other management arrangements used in the SESSF include trip limits, incidental catch
limits, size limits, prohibited take, gear restrictions, and spatial and temporal closures. Spatial
closures are listed in Attachment 3 with accompanyi ng maps.

In addition, industry implements voluntary measures in co-operation with AFMA such as
voluntary closures, voluntary gear restrictions and industry Codes of Conduct.

L)
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1.3 Consultative arrangements

Management Advisory Committees (MACs) are AFMA's main point of contact with each
fishery, providing a forum where issues relating to a fishery are discussed, problems identified
and possible solutions developed.

The MACs were re-structured in 2009 and 2010. Following the formation of the South East
MAC (SEMAC) on 1 July 2009, SquidMAC and the Small Pelagic Fisheries MAC were
incorporated into SEMAC on 1 July 2010. The membership of SEMAC currently runs until 30
June 2013. The membership of the Great Australian Bight (GAB) MAC has also been
extended until this date. To improve formal communication between the two MACs a GAB
representative has been appointed to SEMAC.

Resource Assessment Groups (RAGS) provide advice on the status of fish stocks, sub-stocks,
species (target and non-target species) and on the impact of fishing on the marine
environment. The RAGs assess species based on specific marine regions that make up the
SESSF. There has been some re-organising of the species covered by the RAGs. DeepRAG
was dissolved in 2010, with the species previously under DeepRAG now covered by
SlopeRAG, and some of the species previously under SlopeRAG moved to ShelfRAG.
Western Gemfish has been moved from SlopeRAG to GABRAG. Table 11 lists these groups
and the species that relate to each.

The setting of TACs is based on scientific and industry advice provided by the RAGs during
the stock assessment process. Advice from the RAGs is then considered by the Great
Australian Bight Industry Association (GABIA), GABMAC, SEMAC and AFMA Management.
The TACs are set by the AFMA Commission following consideration of advice from the MACs
and AFMA Management.

Table 11. SESSF RAG committees and species assesse d as part of stock assessment
SlopeRAG ShelfRAG SharkRAG GABRAG

Blue Eye Trevalia, Eastern Gemfish,

Blue Grenadier, Jackass Morwon Bight Redfish,
Pink Ling, Ribaldo, '9, Deepwater
. John Dory, Redfish, '
Silver Warehou, Elephantfish, Flathead,
) Royal Red Prawn,
Alfonsino, Deepwater " Gummy Shark, | Orange Roughy
School Whiting,
sharks, Saw Shark, (Albany/
Ocean Perch, Blue
Orange Roughy (all ) School Shark Esperance),
Warehou, Mirror
zones except Albany/ Dorv. Silver Trevall Western
Esperance), Smooth Y Y Gemfish

Oreo, Oreo other Tiger Flathead

1.4 State - managed species

Section 71 (1) of the Fisheries Management Act 1991 provides that AFMA may enter into an
arrangement with the States of Australia that determines the management that will apply to
either state or Commonwealth species. Offshore Constitutional Settlement (OCS) agreements,
which are supplemented by a Memorandum of Understanding, define incidental catch limits
for species in waters relevant to the State or Commonwealth. These arrangements are given
legislative power through the Fisheries Management Regulations 1992 (FMR 1992).

L)
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Incidental catch limits and prohibited species for Commonwealth concession holders fishing in
waters relevant to various States are outlined in Tables 6-8. To fish in State waters (i.e.
generally within 3nm) operators need a relevant State Coastal Waters Permit. AFMA is
responsible for administering these permits — see Section 4 for further information.

1.5 Fishing in Other Commonwealth Fisheries

You must hold a valid fishing concession to fish in any Commonwealth fishery. For information
on requirements in other Commonwealth Fisheries please contact AFMA on 1300 723 621.

1.6 Fishing Outside the Australian Fishing Zone (AF  2Z)

A SESSF fishing concession does not authorise fishing outside the AFZ. A person wishing to
fish outside of the AFZ must complete an application form and submit it to AFMA for
consideration (see Section 4.3.2 High Seas Permits for further information). Vessels must not
engage in fishing inside the AFZ and on the high seas in the same trip, unless arrangements
have been made with AFMA prior to the start of the trip.

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE FISHERY

The Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery (SESSF) is a multi-sector, multi-
species fishery that covers almost half of the Australian Fishing Zone (AFZ). The area of the
fishery stretches south from Fraser Island in southern Queensland, around Tasmania, to Cape
Leeuwin in southern Western Australia (see Attachment 2). The fishery operates in both
Commonwealth and State waters under different Offshore Constitutional Settlement
arrangements with State governments. Please note that Lord Howe Island and Balls Pyramid
are not part of the SESSF.

The fishery is comprised of the following major sectors (Attachment 2):

Commonwealth Trawl Sector (CTS);

East Coast Deepwater Trawl Sector (ECDWTS);
Scalefish Hook Sector;

Shark Hook Sector;

Gillnet Sector;

Trap Sector; and

Great Australian Bight Trawl Sector (GABTS).

In this booklet the Scalefish hook, Shark hook, Gillnet and Trap sectors are collectively
referred to as the Gillnet, Hook and Trap Sector (GHATS). There are also smaller sectors in
the SESSF which include the South Australian, Tasmanian and Victorian coastal waters
sectors. The major fishery sectors are briefly outlined below.

Commonwealth Trawl Sector

The CTS covers the area of the AFZ extending southward from Barranjoey Point (north of
Sydney) around the NSW, Victorian and Tasmanian coastlines to Cape Jervis in South
Australia. This sector is adjoined by the ECDWTS, the GABTS, the Commonwealth Victorian
Inshore Trawl Sector (CVITS), and the South Tasman Rise (STR). The STR is not a sector of
the SESSF but is jointly managed with New Zealand. The CTS is overlapped by parts of the
GHAT sector.
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East Coast Deepwater Trawl Sector

The ECDWTS extends in a 200nm radius around Lord Howe Island off New South Wales. All
fishing methods are prohibited within 25nm of Lord Howe Island and Ball's Pyramid, and the
sector is bounded to the west by a trawl exclusion box.

Scalefish hook sector

The scalefish hook sector includes all waters off South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania from
3nm to the extent of the AFZ. It also includes waters off southern Queensland (south of Sandy
Cape) and New South Wales from approximately the 4,000m depth contour (60-80nm from
the coast) to the extent of the AFZ. Waters inside this line off the New South Wales and
Queensland coasts, and inside 3nm around South Australia, Victoria and Tasmania, are
managed under the jurisdiction of the State Governments.

Shark hook and gillnet sectors

The shark hook and shark gillnet sectors include waters from the New South Wales/Victorian
border westward to the South Australian/Western Australian border, including the waters
around Tasmania, from the low water mark to the extent of the AFZ. All targeted shark fishing
is prohibited inside Victorian coastal waters (i.e. inside 3nm).

Fish Trap Sector

Each trap operator has a different area in which they are authorised to fish. Generally the area
of the trap sector is the same as the hook sector, with the exception that no traps may be set
south of 42°20" S.

Great Australian Bight Trawl Sector

The GABTS extends from Cape Jervis in South Australia westward to Cape Leeuwin in
southern Western Australia. It overlaps with the hook and gillnet sectors in waters off South
Australia, and is adjoined by the CTS to the east. Refer to the Vessel Operating Procedures
Manual for the Great Australian Bight Trawl Fishery for management arrangements in the
GABTS.

An overview of the main species taken, methods employed, specific gear requirements and
reporting logbooks for each sector is shown in Table 5.

3. MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS FOR SPECIFIC
SPECIES

3.1 Stock Rebuilding Strategies and Conservation Pr  ograms

Some commercial species are currently considered overfished in the SESSF and require
focused management attention. The Commonwealth Fisheries Harvest Strategy Policy 2007
requires that any stock with a biomass below the limit reference point be placed under a stock
rebuilding strategy. AFMA is required to rebuild stocks under their limit reference point as
quickly as possible. Whilst a TAC may still be set for these species, the intent is that they are
not to be targeted and industry must work to reduce the catch of these species as much as
possible to ensure that they rebuild within the required timeframe.
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AFMA, in consultation with SEWPAC and other stakeholders, has developed stock rebuilding
strategies to manage and monitor the recovery of:

Eastern Gemfish

School Shark

Blue Warehou

Orange Roughy is also overfished and a conservation program was developed for this
species. The conservation program is similar to a stock rebuilding strategy however it was
developed prior to the implementation of the Commonwealth Fisheries Harvest Strategy
Policy 2007 which first coined the term stock rebuilding strategy.

The Orange Roughy Conservation Program prevents targeted fishing for Orange Roughy in
any of the management zones, with the exception of the Cascade Plateau. Ongoing
monitoring of the stocks is conducted to assess the recovery of these stocks.

The stock rebuilding strategies and Orange Roughy Conservation Program are available on
the AFMA website at: http://www.afma.gov.au/managing-our-fisheries/fisheries-a-to-z-
index/southern-and-eastern-scalefish-and-shark-fishery/publications-and-forms/.

Note that the Blue Warehou Rebuilding Strategy will be amended to reflect the new TAC and
a draft of the revised rebuilding strategy will be sent to concession holders for comment later
this year.

IMPORTANT — The recommended biological catch of all species below the limit
reference point and under a rebuilding strategy/con servation program is zero. AFMA
continues to set a small TAC to cover incidental ca  tches. The intent is that these
species are not targeted and all operators should b e taking measures to reduce their
catch as much as possible to ensure the stocks can be rebuilt within the required
timeframe.

Industry must comply with all stock rebuilding stra tegies and conservation programs.

It should be noted that School Shark, Eastern Gemfish and Orange Roughy have been listed
as Conservation Dependant under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999 (EPBC Act). A listing in this category means that the species must be managed in
strict accordance with the relevant rebuilding strategies/conservation program. If the
objectives of these strategies are not met, there is a risk that the species could be listed in a
higher category than conservation dependent and management arrangements would become
more restrictive and costly for industry.

New School Shark Arrangement

The School Shark Stock Rebuilding Strategy requires the stock to be rebuilt to 20 per cent of
unfished levels within 32 years. The most recent stock assessment indicates that under recent
catch levels, it will not rebuild within this timeframe. Whilst generally not targeted, recent data
suggests that a small number of operators are having above average catches of School Shark
compared to the rest of the fishery. To ensure School Shark is not targeted, a catch ratio of
School Shark to Gummy Shark will be implemented for gilinet operators whereby an operator
cannot catch an amount of School Shark that exceeds 20 percent of their Gummy Shark
holdings.

This measure was developed in consultation with industry and scientists through a series of

workshops during 2010. Industry agreed that catches of School Shark above this ratio could
be considered targeted catch. The catch ratio will be implemented on 1 May 2011 and
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monitored on a quarterly basis. At the end of each quarter, operators will be required to
reconcile their catch / holdings and if they are above the 20 per cent catch ratio, compliance
action may result.

Industry will be notified prior to the start of the season about the details of this measure. If you
have any question please contact the Gillnet, Hook and Trap Manager on (02) 6225 5357.

3.2 Management Strategies

3.2.1 Background

Under the Fisheries Management Act 1991 and the EPBC Act, AFMA has obligations to
ensure the protection of native species, and in particular prevent the extinction of, and
promote the recovery of, threatened species. Additionally, where there are threats of serious
or irreversible environmental damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be considered
a reason for postponing measures.

AFMA, in consultation with the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population
and Communities (SEWPAC) and other stakeholders, has developed management strategies
for:

Upper-slope dogfish

Australian Sea Lion

These management strategies commenced during 2010. Any queries regarding these should
be directed to the Gillnet, Hook and Trap Manager on (02) 6225 5357.

3.2.2 Management of upper-slope dogfish

Species managed under the Upper-Slope Dogfish Management Strategy in the SESSF
include: Harrisson’s Dogfish (Centrophorus harrissoni), Southern Dogfish (C. zeehaani),
Endeavour Dogfish (C. moluccensis) and Greeneye Spurdog (Squalus chloroculus).

The following management arrangements apply to upper-slope dogfish:

a) Release of all live sharks

Careful handling practices have been shown to improve the post-capture
survivorship of hook caught animals — please return all live sharks to the water
carefully and quickly.

b) Catch limit

15kg per day or 90kg per trip for trips over 6 days for Harrisson’s Dogfish,
Southern Dogfish, Endeavour Dogfish and Greeneye Spurdog combined for all
SESSF operators.

A combined 4.5t trigger limit for Harrisson’s, Southern and Endeavour Dogfish for
the SESSF is also in place and catches will be monitored against this limit. If the
limit is reached, AFMA Management will investigate further action. An appropriate
trigger limit has not been developed for Greeneye Spurdog.

Note, the above catch limits include both retained and discarded catch

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 2011 Management Arrangements

19



c) A number of spatial closures:
Shark Hook Closure — all water deeper than 183m now closed to this method

Gillnet Closure — all waters deeper than 183m now closed to this method (this
includes two areas in eastern Bass Strait)

Extension of GAB far west deepwater closure

Barcoo and Taupo sea mount closures

Extension to the Endeavour Dogfish Closure

Babel closure

Cape Barron Closure

Port MacDonnell Closure
All closures are implemented under the SESSF Closure Direction No. 4 2010 and indicative
maps are located under Section 3 of this booklet.

d) Flinders Research Zone (FRZ) — This is an area in eastern Bass Strait that allows
commercial fishing under strict guidelines including observer coverage requirements,
adherence to industry codes of conduct® and training requirements, and participation in
data collection. The intent of the FRZ is to improve the level of information on dogfish
whilst trying to minimise the impact on industry. A copy of the FRZ Management Policy
can be obtained at: http://www.afma.gov.au/managing-our-fisheries/fisheries-a-to-z-
index/southern-and-eastern-scalefish-and-shark-fishery/publications-and-forms/.  An
indicative map of the FRZ is provided in Section 3.

1 At the time of writing the SETFIA code of conduct for trawl vessels operating within the FRZ
is as follows:

The Skipper must have completed the training course Improved Environmental
Operations

Maximum soak time (between shoot and haul) is 2 hours

Trawl speed not to exceed 3 knots

Vessel must immediately move on if the existing trigger limit is exceeded
All live and vigorous dogfish are returned to the water

No night time fishing at depths greater than 300m
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Important - Dogfish identification

The correct identification and reporting of these species is critical to management. If you catch
these species please take care to identify them correctly using the Gulper Shark Identification
Key (Attachment 4), and report the catches correctly in your logbooks.

For information regarding dogfish please contact Sally Weekes, Senior Fisheries Management
Officer on 02 6225 5341 or email sally.weekes@afma.gov.au.

3.2.3 Management of Australian Sea Lions

AFMA has obligations under the Fisheries Management Act 1991 and the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) to mitigate interactions
between the SESSF and threatened, endangered or protected species such as the Australian
Sea Lion (ASL).

On 16 February 2010 the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts signed a
declaration to approve a wildlife trade operation (WTO) for the SESSF. Condition 6(b) of this
SESSF WTO states “by 30 June 2010... AFMA to implement long-term management
measures, including formal fisheries closures and other actions, that will lead to a significant
reduction of the impact of fishing activity on Australian sea lions. These measures will be
clearly directed towards enabling recovery of the species, including all sub-populations”.

On 1 July 2010 AFMA formally implemented the Australian Sea Lion Management Strategy
that includes formal spatial closures around each of the 48 colonies, increased observer
coverage and an adaptive management component which results in larger spatial closures if a
pre-determined number of interactions are observed. The strategy has been developed in
consultation with industry, non-government organisations and other government departments.
A copy of the strategy and coordinates and maps of the closures can be obtained at:
http://www.afma.gov.au/managing-our-fisheries/fisheries-a-to-z-index/southern-and-eastern-
scalefish-and-shark-fishery/publications-and-forms/. A map of the closures is also provided in
section 3 of this booklet.

3.3 Threat Abatement Plan 2006

Under the EPBC Act, a ‘Threat Abatement Plan for the Incidental Catch (or By-catch) of
Seabirds During Oceanic Longline Fishing Operations’ was approved by the Minister for the
Environment on 2 August 1998. This plan has subsequently been replaced with the Threat
Abatement Plan 2006 (TAP 2) as a result of a review under the EPBC Act.

The aim of this plan is to significantly reduce the bycatch of seabirds during oceanic longline
operations in the AFZ at current fishing levels in numerous fisheries. In the SESSF this plan
must be followed by the demersal longline fishermen. A copy of the TAP 2 can be found at:
www.aad.gov.au/default.asp?casid=20587. AFMA implements the TAP through requirements
in relation to the retention of sea birds caught (see section 9.2.3 of this booklet), deployment
of tori lines and discharge of offal.
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3.4 School and Gummy Shark Catch for Autolongline O  perators

In 2009, the application of the 100kg School and Gummy Shark combined trip limit for
autolongliners was replaced with a fishery-wide trigger limit of 5 tonnes for School Shark and
10 tonnes for Gummy Shark. The 100kg trip limit will apply on direction by AFMA if a trigger
limit is reached. This change was supported by SharkRAG and GHATMAC to allow flexibility
and reduce discarding in relation to Gummy Shark and to improve understanding on the
nature of School Shark catches by this sector.

3.5 Snapper Management Arrangements in Victorian Wa  ters

A 50kg trip limit for the take of Snapper in Victorian waters has been introduced from
September 2010 for Commonwealth Trawl Sector (CTS) operators.

Since December 2010, an 18 month trial has been in place which allows for the landing of
more than 50kg of Snapper per trip under certain conditions. The purpose of the trial is to
monitor and assess the level of catch and discards of Snapper by CTS operators. This will
provide information for future implementation of other management arrangements for the take
of Snapper that will remove targeting and minimise discarding.

Under SESSF Closure Direction No. 5 2010 operators are permitted to land more than 50kg of
Snapper provided:
- The aggregated catch of Snapper (monitored by AFMA) does not exceed 20 tonnes in
each fishing season
The take of Snapper in excess of the 50kg trip limit, and all fishing activities related to
this excess take of Snapper (including embarkation and landing), takes place in the
area of waters described in the SESSF Closure Direction No. 5 2010
The holder lands the excess take of Snapper at Lakes Entrance Fisherman’s
Cooperative Limited
The holder does not target Snapper.

The Closure Direction expires on 30 April 2012. A copy of the Direction can be found at:
http://www.afma.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/SESSF-Closures-Direction-No-.-5-2010-
100kb.pdf.

4. LICENSING

4.1 Types of fishing concessions

Fishing concessions specify the conditions under which the concession holder may fish,
including the type and amount of gear allowed to be used. There are three types of fishing
concessions:

quota statutory fishing rights (SFRs) or individual transferable quotas (ITQs), which

allow quota species to be taken;

boat statutory fishing rights, which allow a fisher to enter the fishery; and

fishing permits, which are specific to a fishing sector.
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To fish, a concession holder must have their fishing concession and quota SFRs nominated to
a boat specific to the sector in which they intend to fish. Quota SFRs must be nominated to
the same vessel used to take the quota species. The quota and boat SFRs must be held in
the same name.

For further information on fishing concessions, refer to the Southern and Eastern Scalefish
and Shark Fishery Management Plan 2003.

4.2 Statutory fishing rights (SFRs)

Quota is allocated as Individual Transferable Quotas (ITQs) or Statutory Fishing Rights
(SFRs), which are fully tradeable and can either be permanently transferred or leased.
Individual transferable quotas (ITQs) essentially function like SFRs, but are not considered
property rights. They are a condition on a permit and, in the SESSF, are temporary measures
until legal processes have been completed to allow the granting of SFRs.

4.2.1 Quota SFRs

Quota SFRs allow a fisher to take an amount of fish up to their kilogram limit for a particular
species. They are provided for under the SESSF Management Plan 2003 and last for the life
of the Management Plan. SFRs are considered property rights and may be transferred or
leased, surrendered or cancelled. Kilograms are allocated to a fisher prior to each fishing
year, based on the number of SFRs held and the TAC set for each species (see Section 1.2).

Currently SFRs have been issued for 28 of the 34 Quota species. Oreos, Deepwater Sharks,
Ribaldo and Alfonsino remain as ITQs.

The Fisheries Management Act 1991 requires AFMA to maintain a public register of SFRs,
which is available on AFMA’s website.

4.2.2 Boat SFRs
Boat SFRs allow a fisher to enter a sector of the SESSF. The four types of boat SFRs in the
SESSF (excluding the GABTS) are:

Commonwealth Trawl Boat SFR
Scalefish Hook Boat SFR

Shark Hook Boat SFR

Gillnet Boat SFR.

A boat SFR can only be nominated to an Australian registered/deemed vessel.
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4.3 Fishing permits

Fishing permits in the SESSF last for the duration of one year and list a set of conditions the
permit holder must comply with. Fishing permits are specific to a fishing sector. Permits may
be issued to allow fishing activities which are not fully covered under the SESSF Management
Plan, or issued to implement new fishing conditions. A concession holder may hold both a
gquota SFR and a fishing permit. Operators require permits to enter the East Coast Deepwater
Trawl Sector (ECDWTS) and numerous coastal water areas.

4.3.1 State waters permits
Permits may be granted to allow Commonwealth operators to take Commonwealth-managed
guota species in State waters, for which they must comply with fishery management

arrangements according to an agreement made between the Commonwealth and the State.
These permits are listed in Table 12 below.
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Table 12. Fishing permits in State waters

Permit Type
South
Australian
Coastal waters
— Shark Hook

South
Australian
Coastal waters
— Shark Gillnet

Tasmanian
coastal waters
— Shark Hook

Tasmanian
coastal waters
— Shark Gillnet

Tasmanian
Rock Lobster
Zone

Victorian
Coastal
Waters —
Inshore Trawl

Description
These permits allow operators to take School and Gummy Shark under quota from
South Australian (SA) Coastal waters under the Offshore Constitutional Settlement
(OCS). These waters can only be fished if a SA Marine Scalefish permit is on the boat,
and in some cases the boat is also required to be nominated to a Boat SFR granted
under the SESSF Management Plan.

These permits allow operators to take School and Gummy Shark under quota from SA
Coastal waters under the OCS. These waters can only be fished if a SA Marine
Scalefish permit is on the boat, and in some cases the boat is also required to be
nominated to a Boat SFR granted under the SESSF Management Plan.

These permits allow operators to take School and Gummy Shark under quota from
Tasmanian coastal waters under the OCS. These waters can only be fished if a
Tasmanian Scalefish permit is on the boat, and in some cases the boat is also
required to be nominated to a Boat SFR granted under the SESSF Management Plan.

These permits allow operators to take School and Gummy Shark under quota from
Tasmanian coastal waters under the OCS. These waters can only be fished if a
Tasmanian Scalefish permit is on the boat, and in some cases the boat is also
required to be nominated to a Boat SFR granted under the SESSF Management Plan.

These permits allow the take of School and Gummy Shark inside the Tasmanian Rock
Lobster Sector. Operators are required to have a Tasmanian Rock Lobster Fishery
permit on the boat. The permits do not allow the take of non-quota species.

These permits allow operators to use otter trawl or Danish seine gear in Victorian
coastal waters under the OCS. If the boat is also nominated to a Victorian inshore
trawl licence, a trawl net authorised under that license may be used. The permits allow
the taking of Commonwealth quota species inside Victorian coastal waters with limits
on the number, size or weight of shark species that may be landed per trip and size
limits on flathead.

4.3.2 High seas permits

To fish outside of the AFZ with an Australian vessel, a current high seas permit or a
Commonwealth fishing concession that explicitly provides access to the high seas is required.

To apply for a high seas permit, an application form (HS1) must be completed and submitted
to AFMA for consideration. Vessels fishing on the high seas are subject to a number of
conditions, including those that implement Australia’s international obligations. All vessels will
be required to have an AFMA approved Integrated Computer Vessel Monitoring System
(ICVMS) installed and operating.

The current permit conditions include:

- Australian flagged vessels must hold a High Seas Permit before undertaking any
fishing activity;
fishing is restricted to areas already fished by Australian vessels during a historical
reference period,;
mandatory 100% observer coverage for trawl operators;
mandatory first trip observer coverage for non-trawl operators (and ongoing coverage
of at least 10% annually);
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upon encountering trigger levels of evidence of vulnerable marine ecosystems (such
as deep-sea corals and sponges), there is a requirement to cease fishing within a five
nautical mile radius of the shot and to report the encounter. The area is then closed to
all operators using that method of fishing for the life of the permits;

restrictions on fishing methods and gear types, including not permitting the use of deep
water gillnets;

seabird bycatch reduction measures in line fisheries, through requirements to deploy
streamer lines;

avoiding interactions with cetaceans and threatened species;

species catch prohibitions (e.g. Black Cod, Blue Marlin and Black Marlin); and

Vessel Monitoring Systems and reporting requirements.

Additional amendments to high seas fishing permits may occur in mid-2011. High seas permit
holders will be notified of any changes.

For further information regarding high seas permits, please contact George Day, Senior
Management Officer on 02 6225 5331 or e-mail george.day@afma.gov.au.

4.3.3 Fish Receiver Permits

These permits, granted under Section 91 of the Fisheries Management Act 1991, are required
where the management arrangements for a specified fishery require that receivers of fish (e.g
fish processors, wholesalers and retailers) hold a Fish Receiver Permit (FRP).

The SESSF Management Plan requires that operators sell their landed fish to the holder of a
FRP. Fish caught in the SESSF can ONLY be sold to the current holder of a FRP. The only
exemption to this requirement is the 10kg (total) of quota species which may be retained per
fishing trip per boat for the skipper and crew’s domestic use (this fish cannot be sold).

Fish receiver permits are granted for 12 months duration. They cannot be transferred. An
application fee must be paid to AFMA along with a completed application form.

Fish Receivers are required to complete the Catch Disposal Record (CDR) within 50m of the
point at which the consignment is unloaded. However, this can be extended to 500m upon
written application to AFMA for an exempt FRP.

4.3.4 Scientific Permits

Scientific permits are granted for the purposes of conducting scientific research in a specified
area of the AFZ or in a specified fishery.

AFMA will only grant an application for a scientific permit if the application is made using the
approved form, it provides sufficient information for the application to be assessed, and the
proposed activity is for a scientific research purpose and is supported by a specific scientific
research project plan.

Scientific permits are granted for a maximum duration of six months, and are not transferable.
Concession holders are reminded that scientific permits may take between 7-10 days to be
processed.

4.3.5 Where can | obtain a Licensing Applicationfo  rm

Application forms for Commonwealth fishing permits can be obtained at:
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http://www.afma.gov.au/information/publications/forms/licensing/default.htm. For further
information on fishing permits please contact AFMA Licensing and Quota Management on
1300 723 621.

4.4 Transfer of a Statutory Fishing Right (SFR) or  Fishing Permit

Operators may transfer Statutory Fishing Rights by filling out the appropriate application form
and submitting it to AFMA.

AFMA is NOT able to approve the transfer of a Statutory Fishing Right if:

the owner of the Right (transferee) is subject to legal proceedings in relation to that
Right;

the Right has been suspended (including instances where the owner has requested a
review of that suspension) or AFMA believes there may be grounds for suspension;
and

levies have become due and payable.

5. PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS

5.1 Processing at sea

Section 53 of the SESSF Management Plan 2003 imposes a general ‘no processing at sea’
condition on all fishing concessions in the fishery. This means that all fish must be landed
either whole or gilled, headed and gutted. Sharks and rays must be landed in accordance with
the processing standards specified within the boat SFR or permit and as described in Table
13. However, further processing (i.e. filleting) at sea is allowed under the Plan, provided an
AFMA observer is present on your vessel and AFMA has provided written authorisation to
process.
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Table 13. Processing and landing requirements for shark speci es caught in the SESSF

Species Head ﬁaepl)lg Pectoral fins  |Dorsal fins  Caudal fin Pelvic fins | Claspers
*
Sharks X X X
*
Angel sharks X X
X X X
Banjo sharks
Dogfish (Family
Squalidae)
includes gulper X X*
& deepwater
sharks
X
First dorsal X
Chimaeras may be
(Elephantfish) removed
May be
removed
X Must not be removed
*

Tail tip may be cut off at sub terminal notch

In addition to the requirements above, the following conditions apply to the processing and
landing of fish as detailed on relevant Boat SFRs or permits:
Shark finning is NOT permitted . Fins must be landed attached to the carcass;

Landing shark livers only is NOT permitted . Livers may be landed separate from
but must be landed when the carcass is landed,;

Gummy and School Shark must be at least 45cm in len  gth when measured from
the rearmost gill slit to the ventral insertion of the caudal fin (see Figure 1); and

Operators in all SESSF sectors are prohibited from carrying, retaining or landing
flathead less than 28 cm in length when measured from the point of the snout to the
tip of the tail.

For all Skates and Rays , the permit holder must not remove the skin or fillet from the
carcass prior to the fish being landed and received by a receiver.
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Distance from rearmost gill slit to ventral insertion of caudal fin must measure
45cm or greater on landed Gummy and School Shark

Permitted processing for shark species

Figure 1. Processing cuts for shark species in the SESSF
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5.2 Converting processed scalefish weight to a whol e weight
For the purposes of calculating the catch weights to be deducted from quota after a trip, the

weights of any processed scalefish are converted to a ‘whole weight equivalent’. To do this the
weight of the fish is multiplied by the conversion factor in the relevant column in Table 14.

Table 14. Scalefish conversion factors

Species Gutted Headed and gutted Filleted
Blue-eye Trevalla 1.10 1.40 2.30
Blue Grenadier 1.10 1.50 2.10
Blue Warehou 1.10 1.50 2.50
Flathead 1.10 1.50 2.50
Gemfish (eastern and western) 1.10 1.25 2.00
Jackass Morwong 1.10 1.50 2.50
John Dory 1.10 1.50 2.60
Ling 1.10 1.50 2.10
Mirror Dory 1.10 1.50 2.50
Ocean Perch 1.10 1.50 2.50
Orange Roughy (all sectors) 1.10 2.00 4.00
Redfish 1.10 1.50 2.50
School Whiting 1.10 1.50 2.50
Silver Trevally 1.10 1.50 2.50
Silver Warehou 1.10 1.50 2.50

6. QUOTA MANAGEMENT

6.1 Quota Balancing

AFMA will continue with the current quota balancing procedures which were implemented in
2007. These arrangements are necessary to minimise the risk of large numbers of concession
holders being over quota at the end of the season, ensuring that AFMA meets the
requirements of the Ministerial Direction to cease overfishing, and to simplify the quota and
catch balancing process for concession holders.

The SESSF Management Plan requires that concession holders hold and nominate their
uncaught quota prior to the commencement of a fishing trip. AFMA monitors catch against
held quota for all concession holders throughout the fishing season.

There will be four quota and catch balancing dates for the 2011 SESSF season. For the first

three dates, AFMA will take a snap shot of quota holdings against catch for all SESSF
concession holders. The dates are listed below.
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Snap shot dates Final day to cover overcatch dates

5.00 pm on 29 July 2011 COB Wednesday 12 August 2011
5.00 pm on 28 October 2011 COB Wednesday 11 November 2011
5.00 pm on 27 January 2012 COB Wednesday 10 February 2012
5.00 pm on 30 April 2012 COB 13 May 2012

Concession holders are responsible for monitoring their own catch versus quota holdings at all
times. Concession holders who are in an over quota position at each of the snapshot dates
will be sent the following:

Over quota letter detailing the species for which they are over quota;
Quota Catch and Holding Statement; and
Quota Transaction Statement.

If you would like to receive your statements or keep track of your quota holdings online you
can do so by registering for GOFish (refer to section 6.4).

6.2 Overcatch and undercatch
6.2.1 Overcatch

Overcatch is when you catch more than the quota allocated to your Quota Statutory Fishing
Right (quota SFR) for a particular species in a particular fishing season. If a percentage of
overcatch has been set by AFMA for that particular species, AFMA will subtract this excess
catch from your quota allocation for that species in the following season. Overcatch is an
administrative penalty that allows AFMA to avoid pursuing operators who exceed their
entitlements by small amounts. There is no overcatch allowance for Blue Warehou, Eastern
Gemfish, Orange Roughy (all zones except Cascade) and School Shark for the 2011/12
fishing season.

6.2.2 Undercatch

Undercatch is when you catch less than the quota allocated to your quota SFR for a particular
species in a particular season. If a percentage of undercatch has been set by AFMA for that
particular species, AFMA will allow you to take this uncaught fish into the following fishing
season. Under previous management arrangements this was called ‘carryover’. Undercatch
is not transferrable . Undercatch provides relief to operators who encounter circumstances,
within a fishing season, which prevent them from taking their quota for a species. Undercatch
provides flexibility to take into account the variations in abundance and availability of individual
species in this multi-species fishery.

Concession holders are reminded that in order to receive undercatch on their 2010 holdings
for utilisation in the 2011 season, as per Section 23 1 (b) of the SESSF Management Plan,
operators are required to hold at least one Statutory Fishing Right for that species on 30 June
2011. This SFR can either be permanently held by the operator, or can be leased in for the
new season.
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There is no undercatch allowance for Blue Warehou, Eastern Gemfish, Orange Roughy (all
zones except Cascade) and School Shark for the 2011/2012 fishing season.

6.2.3 Determined Amounts

The AFMA Commission also set what is called a ‘determined amount’. This is an amount, in
addition to the percentage of overcatch, an operator may take under certain conditions without
committing an offence. For the 2011/12 season AFMA has set the overcatch percentage at
10% (for species where there is an overcatch allowance) and the determined amount at
2,000kg.

For example, an operator with 10,000kg of quota for a particular species is allowed an
overcatch of 1,000kg for that species in the current season. The 10% overcatch would be
deducted from the operator’s quota the following season at a ratio of 1:1. The determined
amount (2,000kg) would be deducted from the operator’'s quota in the following season at a
ratio of 2:1. The total amount deducted from the operator’'s quota the following season would
then be 5,000kg (1,000kg overcatch + 4,000kg determined amount).

Any catch in excess of the overcatch percentage and determined amount (13,000kg in the
above example), would be an offence of the overcatch provisions of the SESSF Management
Plan.

6.3 Quota deduction

Quota is deducted from your total quota allocation using the verified weights detailed on
Part C of each Catch Disposal Record (CDR) (first fish receiver's verified catch weight)
received by AFMA from fish receivers. Operators must forward Part B of their CDR to AFMA.

If no Part C is available for a given fishing trip, AFMA will use the information provided on Part
B of the catch disposal record (your accurate estimate catch weight) for a given quota species
as an interim weight until the Part C has been received from the fish receiver.

Note: Operators must record the form their fish is landed in on their catch disposal record, e.g
gutted/gilled. Operators must include all the quota species on their catch disposal record.
Quota species must not be recorded as ‘mixed fish'.

6.4 Keeping track of your quota
6.4.1 Quota Transaction Statements

AFMA provides concession holders with quarterly Quota Transaction Statements (QTS) that
show:

(a) individual quota allocations;
(b) guota trading transactions; and
(c) catch.

Concession holders wishing to obtain a QTS can obtain a free statement by registering for
GOFish or a fee will be charged for all statements sent out by AFMA licensing staff.

GOFish

Operators are currently able to access a number of functionalities through GOFish, these include:

Updating contact information 32
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Viewing, exporting and printing Quota Holding & Catch Summaries and Quota Transaction
Statements

Leasing of Boat SFRs, Quota SFRs and ITQs

Permanent Transfers of Boat SFRs, Quota SFRs, ITQs and Permits

Nomination and denomination of Boat SFRs, Permits and Quota SFRs to/from boats
Viewing of registered Third Party Interest details

Submission of Scientific Permit, Fish Receiver Permit and Condition Variation applications

Instructions on how to get access to GOFish
GOFish application forms and an extensive user help guide are available on the GOFish website.

The URL for the GOFish homepage is: http://www.afma.gov.au/services-for-industry/online-
services/gofish/

To use GOFish, organisations (including companies, trusts and partnerships) will need to complete
a GOFish Licensing Agent Permissions form to authorize an individual (or individuals) to act on
their behalf. This form is available here:
http://www.afma.gov.au/services-for-industry/online-services/qgofish/

Individual concession holders and agents will need to complete an application for GOFish
registration to gain access to the GOFish system. This form is available here:
http://www.afma.gov.au/services-for-industry/online-services/qgofish/

Agents that are authorised to act on behalf of a number of different concession holders will have
the ability to instantly change which concession holder they are acting for. For instructions on how
to use GOFish it is highly recommended that all new GOFish users read the help guide which is
available here:

http://www.afma.gov.au/services-for-industry/online-services/qgofish/

Important note:

- AFMA may vary or amend a quota holder’s entitlements in the current or subsequent years
for any overcatch not balanced with uncaught quota, or discovered following conviction, or
where AFMA has reason to believe that catches were misreported. Quota holders may also
face administrative restrictions where catches have exceeded their quota holdings during the
fishing season.
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6.5 Balancing process and important dates for 2011 fishing season
The 2011 fishing season will be for 12 months from 1 May 2011 to 30 April 2012.

1 March 2011 - TACs finalised for 2011 fishing season. Quota transaction statements
will be issued to operators, in the week commencing 14 March 2011. Operators should
now be keeping a close eye on their remaining quota holdings and catches for the 2011
fishing season (no change to current procedures).

30 April 2011 - is the end of the 2010 fishing season.
1 May 2011 - is the start of the 2011 fishing season.

By 6 May 2011 - you must have sent in all 2010 catch disposal records. AFMA will then
generate a final quota transaction statement. If you are in an over quota position, you
must balance all your excess catches of quota species by leasing or transferring in,
2010 uncaught quota. You will need to lease or transfer sufficient 2010 uncaught quota
to reduce your overcatch to the allowable overcatch percentage applicable to that
species. If, upon receipt of the final quota transaction statement you feel that there is a
discrepancy in the figures you should contact AFMA immediately to rectify the issue.

29 May 2011 - All seasonal trading (leasing), including that to cover any over guota
status closes at 5PM Eastern Standard Time. Once this date has passed AFMA will
close off the 2010 season and conduct the over catch/under catch process. You will
then be notified in writing of your end of 2010 quota position. You must hold at least
one SFR of each species you held in the 2010 season to be eligible for the carry over in
the 2011 season.

30 June 2011 - undercatch and overcatch is calculated by AFMA and a report for the
2010 season is posted to concession holders.

29 July 2011 - 1* quota and catch balancing (snapshot) date for the 2011 season.

12 August 2011 - final day to cover overcatch from 1% quota and catch balancing
period.

28 October 2011 - 2" quota and catch balancing (snapshot) date for the 2011 season.

11 November 2011 - final day to cover overcatch from 2™ quota and catch balancing
period.

27 January 2012 - 3" quota and catch balancing (snapshot) date for the 2011 season.

10 February 2012 - final day to cover overcatch from 3™ quota and catch balancing
period.

30 April 2012 - is the end of the 2011 fishing season.
1 May 2012 - is the start of the 2012 fishing season.

Note: To further assist AFMA in processing your forms it would be appreciated if you
could annotate the last SESS2/GAB2B for 2011 as the “last trip for 2011". For leases or
transfers you are requested to annotate the lease documentation with the season the
lease will apply.
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6.6 Levy amounts

If you own leviable concessions, you should receive a Levy Invoice. Levies are issued by
financial year not fishing season.

The Levy Invoice states:

when the levy is due and payable;

how much levy you are required to pay;

whether the levy is payable in instalments;

the penalty that applies should the levy be unpaid by the due date;

how to pay your levy; and

R o

who to contact for enquiries.

*You should receive one Levy Invoice for all fishing concessions in a company name.

6.7 Payment of levies

6.7.1 How to pay

You can make your payment by cheque, money order, direct deposit, or electronic funds
transfer (EFT) from your bank account to AFMA, or by phone and internet banking (BPAY),
and by credit card by faxing back the completed strip on the first page. EFT and direct deposit
details are listed on the remittance slip on the reverse of the first page. Please ensure that
your bank inserts your client reference number when depositing your levy payment into
AFMA’s account.

If you decide to pay your levy using BPAY please contact AFMA’s Senior Licensing Officer on
1300 723 621 for details.

6.7.2 Failure to pay levies by the due date

AFMA will suspend and may cancel fishing concessions if a levy remains unpaid 14 days after
the due date in accordance with Fisheries Management Paper Number 6 Procedure for
handling unpaid money for domestic concessions. After a concession has been suspended,
AFMA is able to negotiate alternative arrangements to pay the levy amount. If a concession
holder wishes to enter into an arrangement to pay, they must write to the manager of
licensing. All payments must be made before the end of the financial year, 30 June 2011. Any
payment not made on dates entered into on the arrangement revokes the agreement and the
levy becomes payable immediately in total.

Please note that if you do not pay the total levy payable by the due date a penalty of 20% per
annum (calculated daily) will be applied for each day the levy remains unpaid. This penalty
fee is required under the Fisheries Management Act 1991 and occurs even if an arrangement
has been entered into.

If your Levy Invoice states that you can pay the levy by instalments, each instalment must be
paid by the due date. If AFMA receives any instalment after the instalment date falls due,
then the whole of the levy will become due and paya  ble immediately . If this occurs, you
will incur an interest penalty of 20% per annum (calculated daily), applied against the amount
of the levy outstanding, until it is paid in full.
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/. DATA COLLECTION

The collection of accurate and comprehensive fisheries data is important for the stock
assessment and TAC setting process.

7.1 Logbooks and Catch Disposal Records (CDRSs)

7.1.1 Paper logbook and CDR returns

Relevant information about each fishing operation and information about fish taken in the
SESSF must be accurately and fully recorded by the concession holder and / or an authorised
agent on their behalf and submitted to AFMA in the following logbooks and CDRs:

(a) For line fishing, the logbook titled “Line Fishing Daily Fishing Log” (LNO1A or its
replacement) in accordance with general information and instructions for
completion of that logbook;

(b) For trap fishing, the logbook titled "Trap Fishing Daily Fishing Log" (TRO1 or its
replacement) in accordance with the general information and instructions for
completion in that logbook;

(c) For gillnet fishing, the logbook titled “Gillnet Fishing Daily Fishing Log” (NTO1A
or its replacement) in accordance with general information and instructions for
completion of that logbook;

(d) For trawl fishing, the logbook titled “Eastern Finfish Trawl Daily Fishing Log”
(EFTO1B or its replacement) in accordance with general information and
instructions for completion of that logbook.

(e) The catch disposal record titled “Commonwealth Catch Disposal Record”
(SESS2A or its replacement) in accordance with information and instructions in
the catch disposal record,;

) The transit form titled “Commonwealth Managed Fisheries Transit Form” (CTF)
in accordance with information and instructions in the catch disposal record
specified in (e) above and that transit form.

A CTF is required when landing fish inside the AFZ using multiple vehicles to transport the fish
to one receiver.

All interactions with listed marine or threatened species must be recorded in the Listed
Marine and Threatened Species Form at the back of the logbook and submitted with the
relevant log page.

All operators who use automatic baiting equipment must record the details of any interaction
with seabirds in the LNO1A logbook.

Operators who wish to nhominate an authorised agent/s to complete AFMA logbooks, catch
disposal records and/or transit forms on their behalf must complete the authorised agent
nomination form (AA) and return it to Laura Walker, AFMA Data Processing. Please note that
new nominations will not take effect untii AFMA has sent written confirmation of the
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nomination. Further information on AA forms can be obtained from Laura Walker on (02) 6225
5382 or 1300 723 621.

The original white copy of the CDR and logsheets are to be completed and returned to AFMA
within 3 days of unloading the consignment.

Note: Each page of the loghook and CDR is numbered and therefore any spoiled or
incorrectly completed forms must be clearly marked and returned to AFMA.

For further information on the logbooks, or if you require a hew logbook or CDR book, please
contact Data Processing on (02) 6225 5555 or 1300 723 621.

7.1.2 Electronic Logbook Return

There are also e-Log alternatives available for those wishing to complete and transmit their
logbook returns electronically. Concession holders and their agents who wish to submit e-
Logs must register with AFMA. AFMA requires the entitlement holder to enter an agreement
and be issued with an appropriate User ID, Vessel ID and password for themselves and their
agents before they can participate in the electronic submission of logbooks.

Concession holders who want to submit logbooks electronically must purchase an e-Log
application that is certified for the fishing method and fishery. AFMA will only accept electronic
catch and effort data that is generated by an application which complies with AFMA'’s standard
procedures and specifications.

At this stage there are several vendors who offer an AFMA authorised electronic logbook
product that can be utilised as an alternative to the LNO1A and the EFTO1B logbooks (i.e. line
fishing and trawling). OLRAC / OLFISH have an email-only trawl product and Catchlog have a
product for both trawl and line suitable for transmission by both email and web session. At this
stage vendors have not submitted software to AFMA for certification for either the gillnet or
trap fishing methods.

Further information can be obtained from the webpage: http://www.afma.gov.au/services-for-
industry/logbooks-and-catch-disposal/e-logbooks/ or by contacting Bob Stanley, Technical
Manager, On Boat Information Systems on (02) 6225 5416.

7.2 Carriage of fishery observers
7.2.1 Observer obligations

A fishing operator is required to carry an AFMA observer upon request by AFMA. An
operator’s obligations for carrying an observer are detailed in the fishing permit or SFR. The
cost of observers is generally met by industry through levies, but some trips may be invoiced
directly, including for:
- the ECDWT sector;

the Flinders Research Zone;

the Orange Roughy and Blue Grenadier spawning seasons; and

Gillnet vessels in South Australia to monitor Australian Sea lion interactions.

Any reduction in observer coverage is subject to approval from AFMA, and is dependant on a
variety of conditions being met.
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Demersal longline fishers have additional observer obligations relating to seabirds, as
required under the Threat Abatement Plan 2006 for the incidental catch (or bycatch) of
seabirds during oceanic longline fishing operations (see section 3.3).

If a request is made to carry an observer, the master of the boat must carry the observer on
the boat and provide the observer with food and accommodation that is at least the standard
that is appropriate for a junior officer serving on the boat. The master must allow the observer
to have access to the parts of the boat which the observer reasonably requires access to, use
facilities, take samples as appropriate and operate equipment taken on board the boat in
accordance with the request.

The master is also required to give the observer the information that he or she reasonably
asks for in relation to:

(i) the boat; or
(ii) its equipment; or
(iif) fish taken using the boat; and
allow the observer to leave the boat in accordance with the request.

Further information can be obtained by calling the Observer Manager Mike Yates on (02)
6225 5332.

7.2.2 Role of the observer

The observer’s role is to collect independent, accurate and reliable data on Commonwealth
fishing operations, catches and interactions with the environment by the vessel and its fishing
gear.

This is achieved through:

Collection of vessel activity and catch data (which is not obtainable through official
logbooks);

Collection of data and samples for research programs, supporting marine
management and other issues relevant to environmental awareness and fisheries
management; and

Monitoring compliance of the vessel with its fishing agreements.
The role of the observer is not one of a fisheries officer. Observers have NO AUTHORITY to

direct fishing operations of the vessel or act in a n enforcement role. However, observers
are required to report illegal fishing activity.

8. COMPLIANCE

8.1 Compliance Overview

AFMA'’s compliance and enforcement programs serve to maintain the integrity of fisheries
management arrangements and protect Australia’s fishing resources. AFMA seeks to achieve
a level of compliance consistent with its legislative objectives to provide ecologically
sustainable and economically efficient Commonwealth fisheries, through maximising voluntary
compliance and creating effective deterrents to non-compliance.

L)

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 2011 Management Arrangements

38



AFMA administers compliance programs directed towards both domestic and foreign fishing
vessels, covering licensed and illegal fishing activity. The Commonwealth also has
responsibilities for fishing undertaken by Australian boats on the high seas under international
treaties and agreements.

The main functions of the compliance program include:

- ensuring compliance with AFMA’s domestic fisheries management measures;
ensuring licensed boats comply with fishing conditions within the AFZ;
ensuring that there are no unlicensed foreign boats operating in the AFZ;
managing port access for foreign boats; and
surveillance and apprehension of foreign boats fishing illegally in the AFZ.

AFMA's domestic compliance and enforcement program is conducted on a risk based
approach that enables AFMA's resources to be targeted to the areas where they are most
needed and will prove most effective. It involves a series of steps to identify and assess non-
compliance risks and then apply appropriate enforcement actions to mitigate these risks.

Risk-based compliance has a range of benefits®:

X Improved compliance outcomes — AFMA can tailor or target compliance
measures to effectively deal with the most significant non-compliance risks.

 Efficiency gains - the targeting of compliance measures to the most significant
risks ensures resources are concentrated in the areas where they are most likely to
improve compliance outcomes.

X Reduced industry compliance costs  — compliance activities imposing burdens
and costs on the fishing industry are only carried out where needed, minimising
costs. This means that businesses will only be inspected, audited or have to
provide data where it is justified.

= Greater industry support for compliance programs /measures — risk
management processes are widely understood by the fishing industry and the
community as a whole.

In addition to the risk treatment model, it is essential that AFMA retains a general
presence/deterrence model. By maintaining a “general” presence at fishing ports (and at sea)
AFMA discourages those members of the fishing community who do not wish to comply from
attempting to flout the rules and regulations. It also reassures those who are complying that
non-compliant activity is likely to be detected. Further, AFMA officers can assist those wishing
to comply (but not knowing how) by providing advice and/or instruction on operators
responsibilities.

8.2 Navigation Regulations

Additional regulations were introduced regarding navigation in closures through an
amendment to Section 9A of the Fisheries Management Regulations 1992.

2 Source: Risk-Based Complianesw.betterrequlation.nsw.gov.au
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Under the regulations a boat must maintain a speed over 5 knots when navigating in a
closure. If the closure is in effect for less than 24 hours (such as daylight closures) the boat
must either be stationary or travelling faster than 5 knots. A breach of the regulations is an
offence of strict liability equal to 25 penalty units.

Speed is calculated via the boat's vessel monitoring system. Therefore, it is recommended
that the most direct route is taken when travelling through a closure so the boat does not
appear to be navigating at less than 5 knots. If the boat does enter a closure, the boat is also
required to remain in that closure for greater than 30 minutes so its speed can be calculated.

If the master of a boat is unable to comply with any of the navigation requirements due to an
unforseen emergency (e.g. crew safety, breakdowns etc) then the master must contact
AFMA as soon as possible to request an exemption from the regulation.

8.3 Integrated Computer Vessel Monitoring System (I  CVMS)
8.3.1 VMS reporting

It is the concession holder’'s responsibility to ensure that any vessel nominated to their
concession is fitted with an Integrated Computer Vessel Monitoring System (ICVMS) of a
category specified in the register of AFMA approved units. This register can be found at:
http://www.afma.gov.au/industry/vms/approved.htm

The VMS unit must remain switched on at all times including when the boat is in port or
engaged in State fishing. The concession holder must ensure the VMS is reporting correctly
before going out to sea for the first time and that no interference occurs with the correct
operation of the VMS unit. On becoming aware of a problem with the VMS functioning, the
concession holder must advise AFMA as soon as practicable via:

Phone: 02 6225 5369 (if prompted, follow instructions on the voice mail); or
Mobile: 0419 205 329; or

Fax: 02 6225 5440; or

Email: VMSreporting@afma.gov.au

If the VMS is not operating or is malfunctioning the boat must remain in port until the VMS is
inspected, repaired if necessary and AFMA has received confirmation from an authorised
technician that the Automatic Location Communicator is functioning normally.

Please refer to the VMS conditions on your permit for more information.

8.3.2 Manual reporting

If a nominated vessel's VMS unit stops reporting, the concession holder will be required to
manually report the vessel's position at a frequency specified by AFMA.

The manual position reports should include:

the vessel's name;

the vessel's distinguishing symbol,

the vessel's present latitude and longitude (in degrees and minutes); and
the date and time.

Manual position reports are to be made by:
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Phone: 02 6225 5369 (if prompted, follow instructions on the voice mail); or
Fax: 02 6225 5440; or
Email: VMSreporting@afma.gov.au

8.3.3 Directions to return to port

Depending on the circumstances, and in accordance with its enforcement decision principles
as outlined in the Domestic Compliance and Enforcement Policy, if a nominated boat's VMS
unit stops reporting AFMA may determine that it is appropriate to issue a Direction under
section 84(1)(k) of the Fisheries Management Act 1991. This Direction will require the boat to
immediately return to, and remain in, port until such time as AFMA is satisfied the problems
with the VMS unit have been rectified.

8.3.4 Temporary Switch Off (TSO) arrangements

A TSO is a formal arrangement that allows a unit to be legitimately switched off. If a
nominated vessel is undergoing maintenance, berthed for an extended period or in other
exceptional circumstances that render VMS operation impractical, the concession holder can
apply for a TSO by filling out an ‘Application for VMS Temporary Switch Off' form and sending
it to AFMA via:

Fax: 02 6225 5440; or
Email: VMSreporting@afma.gov.aor
Mail: Data Processing

AFMA

PO Box 7051

CANBERRA BC

ACT 2610

Further information can be found on the AFMA website at:
http://www.afma.gov.au/industry/vms/default.htm

8.4 lllegal/Suspicious Fishing

If you suspect illegal fishing operations are occurring or witness any suspicious activity
involving fish or fishing type activity (e.g. selling off the back of vessels, cheap fish offers,
guestionable landing sites, etc.) you can either contact AFMA's free call ‘CRIMFISH’ hotline on
1800 274 634 (1800 CRIMFI) or you can contact AFMA’'s Duty Officer on 0419 205 329 (24
hrs a day, 7 days a week) as soon as possible after you discover the event. You can also
report any incident by lodging your information on the ‘Crimfish’ website,
www.afma.gov.au/crimfish

Reports may be made anonymously and all information received will be treated in the strictest
confidence. Ideally any information supplied should be as detailed as possible to assist AFMA
to investigate the incident and should include the following:

the date, time and location that the activity took place;
the names of any verifying witnesses; and
any photographs and/or other evidence.

If you sight a foreign vessel you believe may be involved in illegal fishing please contact
Border Protection Command on Freecall 1800 06 1800 (attended 24 hrs a day, 7 days a
week). Again all information received will be treated as strictly confidential.

L)
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9. ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

9.1 Bycatch and Discard Workplans

AFMA released its Program for Addressing Bycatch and Discarding in Commonwealth
Fisheries: an Implementation Strategy in March 2008. Its objective is to assist Commonwealth
fisheries to determine and implement a course of action to address high risk incidental catch,
avoid interactions with threatened, endangered and protected (TEP) species, and minimise
discarding of target/quota species.

In accordance with the Implementation Strategy, AFMA, together with industry, has developed
Bycatch and Discard Workplans for most Commonwealth fisheries. These workplans
concentrate on achieving outcomes in response to Ecological Risk Assessments (ERAS),
which have been conducted for all Commonwealth fisheries. The ERAs determine risks to the
environment from fishing, and enable fisheries to prioritise their approaches to risks and the
research and management action needed to address these risks.

The workplans are integrated into the management arrangements for each fishery, and are
reviewed every 12 months and formally renewed every 2 years. A number of the workplans
within the SESSF are currently under review and the results will be made available on the
AFMA website.

9.2 Protected Species Interactions
9.2.1 Protected species groups

The classification of a species as “protected” provides for the recovery of populations and/or
the long-term conservation of a species. The Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) establishes four categories of protected species in
Commonwealth managed areas:

1. Listed threatened species or ecological community — species or communities whose
survival is threatened, e.g. those with low population numbers or which have had a
reduction in habitat or distribution.

2. Listed migratory species — listed to provide protection for species listed under the
international Convention on Migratory Species.

3. Listed marine species — listed to provide general protection to Australia’s native marine
wildlife to reduce the likelihood of population decline.

4. All cetaceans.

Commonwealth managed fishery operators should note that individuals from the following
groups_are protected:
all whales, dolphins, seabirds, sea snakes, turtles, seals and sea lions, syngnathids
(sea horses, sea dragons and pipefish), Sawfishes (Green, Dwarf and Freshwater),

crocodiles, dugongs, some sharks (Great White, Grey Nurse, Short-fin Mako, Long-fin
Mako, & Porbeagle) and other fish protected under the EPBC Act.

A full listing of protected species is available on the SEWPAC website at:
www.environment.gov.au. AFMA has also provided a Protected Species Identification Guide

L)
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to all SESSF operators. For a copy of the guide contact the Senior Environment Officer on the

contact details listed below.

9.2.2 Interactions with protected species

What is an interaction with a protected species?

"Interaction” means any physical contact an individual (person, boat or gear) has with a
protected species that causes, or may cause death, injury or stress to the species. This:

includes all catching, hooking, netting, entangling, or trapping of a protected species
including any injuries or mortalities directly resulting from fishing activities.

includes any contact or collisions with warps, trawl doors, backstops, bridles, sweeper,

net, Paravanes (includes towing wires), wheelhouse, and windows.

Species group
Seabirds

Seals and Sea
Lions

Cetaceans

An Interaction includes:

where a seabird has to be assisted
back into the water or air

when heavy contact occurs with
the vessel/gear, causing the bird to
be dragged underwater or to
deviate from its course

any collisions with the fishing
vessel, fishing gear (ie warps,
wheel house

a bird gets snagged on loose or
protruding wire ends (eg. splice
ends);

a high speed collision with vessel/
gear; or

a bird gets caught in the net or
snagged on the net while
attempting to feed (on “stickers”)
and has to be_assisted back into
the water or air.

where a seal climbs on or gets
caught in a trawl net.

any cetacean that is caught in a
net even if it is released or
escapes unassisted and uninjured.

Reporting an Interaction

An interaction does not in

clude:

seabirds landing on a boat or diving
into/onto a net of fish and swimming
or flying off uninjured and without
assistance;

where a bird is flying and has light
contact with vessel/gear, and the bird
does not deviate from its course;

a bird floating on the water, and has
light contact with vessel/gear;

where a bird “hitches a ride” on the
trawl arms for a period of time and
then flies away unassisted;

where a seal is sighted in close
proximity to the net but no contact or
light contact with net is made.

where a cetacean is sighted in close
proximity to the fishing gear but no
contact or light contact with the
fishing gear is made.

By law, all interactions must be reported according to the instructions in your Daily
Fishing Logbook.

This means you need to circle ‘yes’ in the box at the bottom of the logsheet and
complete the Wildlife and other Protected Species form (located at the back of your
logbook). Then return the form to AFMA with the corresponding logsheets.

If there is an observer present, immediately inform them of the interaction. You are still

required to report the interaction in your logbook.
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NOTE: Provided an operator is fishing in accordance with the SESSF Management
Plan, it is NOT an offence to have an interaction with a Protected Species. However,
failure to report an interaction IS __ an offence.

To assist operators in fulfilling their reporting obligations, AFMA provides a protected species
interaction summary report to SEWPAC on a quarterly basis on behalf of fishers who report
interactions in their logbook.

Porbeagle, Shortfin Mako and Longfin Mako sharks

On 29 January 2010, Porbeagle, Shortfin Mako and Longfin Mako sharks were listed as
migratory species under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(EPBC Act).

SEWPAC has advised that, provided an operator is fishing in accordance with the SESSF
Management Plan, the operator may retain and trade Porbeagle, Shortfin Mako and Longfin
Mako sharks that are brought up dead however live caught sharks must be returned to the
sea unharmed.

All catches of these migratory sharks, whether retained or discarded, must be reported in
the daily fishing log as you would normally record catch.

In addition, all trawl operators (logbook EFTO01B) must complete a Listed Marine and
Threatened Species Form.

NOTE: It is important to not just report “Mako Shark” but to try to distinguish between the
Longfin species (where the pectoral fins are about as long as head length) and Shortfin
species (where the pectoral fins are relatively shorter than head length).

9.2.3 Threat Abatement Plan for seabirds

Under the second Threat Abatement Plan for the Incidental Catch (or bycatch) of Seabirds
during Oceanic Longline Fishing Operations (TAP 2), AFMA requires that all seabirds killed on
pelagic or demersal longlines in the AFZ are:

1. brought aboard the vessel if possible;

2. retained for scientific analysis on board the vessel in a manner which will limit decay of
the specimen and meet Australian Quarantine Inspection Service (AQIS) requirements
(using an AQIS approved bird bag if available);

reported in the Wildlife and Other Protected Species form in the logbook;
reported to the senior environment officer upon returning to port; and
5. appropriately stored until arrangements are made to transport it to an analysis facility.

NOTE: All pelagic and demersal longliners must comply with these requirements

To facilitate appropriate handling of dead seabirds in preparation for analysis, AQIS approved
seabird collection kits can be obtained from the Senior Environment Officer at the contact
details listed below.
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9.2.4 Interactions with tagged wildlife

Researchers investigating wildlife species will periodically tag animals (or use bands, in the
case of seabirds) to help improve the understanding of their biology and population.

Operators who capture a tagged animal should:

record the details in the Wildlife and Other Protected Species form, with the band or
tag number inserted in the appropriate section of the form; and

record the following details in the Comments section:

- tag or band number and colour;

- species identification or description (photos are very useful);
- size;

- sex; and

- time, date and position of capture.

If the tagged animal is captured alive, operators should record as many details as possible
about that animal then release it as carefully as possible, noting the condition in which it was
released. AFMA will arrange to notify the appropriate researchers.

Remember: Don’t get caught just report!

Further information on interactions with protected species can be obtained from Sally
McCarthy, Senior Environment Officer at AFMA on (02) 6225 5555 or
Sally.McCarthy@afma.gov.aor contact AFMA Direct on 1300 723 621.

10.CONTACT DETAILS

SESSF Management contact details for 2011

Ms Beth Gibson, Senior Manager
Demersal and Midwater Trawl Fisheries (02) 6225 5305

Commonwealth and East Coast Deepwater Trawl

(02) 6225 5389

Mr Brad Milic, Manager 0438 240 979

Ms Sharon Koh, Senior Management Officer (02) 6225 5347
Mr Cameron Pietsch, Senior Management Officer (02) 6225 5353
Mr Mark Elford, Management Officer (02) 6225 5479
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Gillnet, Hook and Trap

Mr Neil Hughes, Manager (02) 6225 5357
Ms Sally Weekes, Senior Management Officer (02) 6225 5341
Mr Andrew Trappet, Management Officer (02) 6225 5358
Ms Danait Ghebrezgabhier, Management Officer (02) 6225 5472
SESSF Facsimile: (02) 6225 5446

Licensing and Quota Management contact details 2011

For all licensing enquiries including Levy and Quot a Matters :

Ms Heidi Prislan, Licensing Manager (02) 6225 5397
Licensing officers 1300 723 621
Licensing Facsimile (02) 6225 5426

Licensing Email: licensing@afma.gov.au

Logbook administration contact details 2011

For all logbook gueries regarding issuing and compl etion of returns:

Ms Anne Shepherd

Logbook/Data Administration Officer (02) 6225 5361
Mr Bob Stanley

Technical Manager, On Boat Information Systems (02) 6225 5416
Logbooks Facsimile (02) 6225 5440

Logbooks Email: dataentry@afma.gov.au
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Compliance contact details 2011

Peter Venslovas
General Manager Operations

0409465561

(08) 8943 0356

Domestic Compliance

AFMA Direct
1300 723 621

John Andersen
Senior Manager Domestic Compliance

0409 129 638

(02) 6225 5330

Garry Hall
Manager Domestic Compliance

0401 593 756

(02) 6225 5482

Compliance Planning

Adam Wade — Acting Manager

0439 434 150

(02) 6225 5563

Simone Pont

(02) 6225 5343

Intelligence

Tod Spencer
Senior Manager Intelligence & Compliance Planning

0400 331 728

(02) 6225 5312

Phil Ravanello — Manager Intelligence

0437 816 512

(02) 6225 5398

Duty Officer

0419 205 329

Compliance Facsimile:

(02) 6225 5442

Compliance Email: domestic.compliance@afma.gov.au
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SEMAC membership for 2011

Position Name
Members appointed until 30 June 2013
Mr Stephen McCormack Chair

Ms Beth Gibson

AFMA member

Mr Sandy Morison

Research member

Dr lan Knuckey

Research invited participant

Mr Simon Boag

Industry member (South East Trawl)

Mr Les Scott

Industry member (Autoline)

Mr Theophilos Toumazos

Industry member (Gillnet, Hook and Trap)

Mr Gerry Geen

Industry member (Small Pelagic Fishery)

Mr Lisle Elleway

Industry member (Southern Squid Jig)

Ms Anissa Lawrence

Environmental/conservation member

Mr Andrew Sullivan

State Government Invited Participant

Mr Malcolm Poole

Recreational Invited Participant

Mr Anthony de Fries

Executive Officer

d
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State Fisheries contact details

Tasmania

South Australia

Victoria

New South Wales

Queensland

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment
Wild Fisheries Management Branch

Telephone: (03) 6233 2147

Department of Primary Industries and Resources

Fisheries Division
Telephone: (08) 8204 1380

FISHWATCH (24 hour service): 1800 065 522

Department of Primary Industries

Telephone: 136 186

Industry and Investment
Fishing and Aquaculture
Telephone: 1300 550 474

Primary Industries & Fisheries
Telephone: (07) 3404 6999

Industry Associations

The Commonwealth Fisheries Association (CFA) is the peak industry body representing all
Commonwealth fisheries. The South East Trawl Fishery Industry Association (SETFIA) is the
peak industry body representing the South East Trawl. The Sustainable Shark Fishing (SSF)
Inc. was formed in October 2009. The role of industry associations is to represent the interests
of operators and promote the consumption of quality ocean caught seafood.

CFA

Contact Officer

SETFIA

Executive Officer

SSF

Contact Officer
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Trixi Madon

PO Box 9022

Deakin ACT 2600
Telephone: 02 6162 1283
Facsimile: 02 6260 3505
Email: ceo@comfish.com.au

Simon Boag

101-107 Fauthrop St
PORTLAND VIC 3305
Telephone: 03 5155 1688
Facsimile: 03 5155 2859
Email: simonboag@setfia.org.au

Brian Bailey

64 Ormond St

Bellerive TAS 7018
Telephone: 03 6244 2775
Facsimile: 02 6244 6939
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AFMA
AFZ
ALC

BAP

CDR

CTF

CTS

Deep RAG
SEWPAC
DNID
ECDWTS
ECDWZ
EFTO1A
EPBC Act
FRDC
FRP

GAB
GHAT
ICVMS
ISMP

ITQ

MACs
MPA

OCSs

QTS
RAGs
SEFA
SESSRAG
SETF
SETFIA
SESSF
SESSF Plan
SEMAC
SFR

Shelf RAG
Shark RAG
Slope RAG
TAC

TAP

Attachment 1. Acronyms

Australian Fisheries Management Authority

Australian Fishing Zone

Automatic Location Communicator

Bycatch Action Plan

Catch Disposal Record

Commonwealth Managed Fisheries Transit Form
Commonwealth Trawl Sector

Deepwater Fishery Resource Assessment Group

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities
Data Network Identification Number

East Coast Deepwater Trawl Sector

East Coast Deepwater Zone

Eastern Finfish Trawl Daily Fishing Logbook

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
Fisheries Research and Development Corporation

Fish Receiver Permit

Great Australian Bight

Gillnet, Hook And Trap fishery

Integrated Computer Vessel Monitoring System

Integrated Scientific Monitoring Program

Individual Transferable Quota

Management Advisory Committees

Marine Protected Area

Offshore Constitutional Settlement

Quota Transaction Statement

Resource Assessment Groups

South East Fishery Association

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Resource Assessment Group
South East Trawl Fishery

South East Trawl Fishing Industry Association

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Management Plan 2003
South East Management Advisory Committee

Statutory Fishing Right

Shelf Resource Assessment Group

Shark Resource Assessment Group

Slope Resource Assessment Group

Total Allowable Catch

Threat Abatement Plan
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Attachment 2: Area of the SESSF

Area of the Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery

Australian Government JN: 63,200
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Management Authority Indicative map only
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February 2010 based on Geoscience Australia Data

NOTES:

1. The area of the Fishery is sourced from the Souther and Eastern Scalefish
and Shark Fishery Management Plan 2003

2. Within this fishery, arangements exist between the Commonwealth and TAS,
VIC, and SA, whereby the Coastal Waters of these States are deemed to be
part of the AFZ.

3. The maritime zone boundaries shown on this map are sourced from the
“Australian Maritime Boundaries (AMB) v2.0"
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Attachment 3: Spatial closures

The maps and closures described in this booklet are intended as a guide only. For exact
coordinates of area closures refer to the relevant sections in the Southern and Eastern
Scalefish and Shark Fishery Closures Direction No. 4 2010 or any other subsequent
Directions.

A3.1 Mandatory SESSF closures

Please note the spatial closures are listed in the order they appear in the Southern and
Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery Closures Direction No.4, 2010.

Murat Bay South Australia - Gillnet sector

Location: Coastal waters off South Australia
. Protect stocks of Australian Sea Lions, Bronze Whalers, Pink Snapper and
Reason:
Mulloway
Prohibited Al Gillnet methods
methods:
Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 1
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Cascade Plateau

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

South-east of Tasmania
Protect Blue-eye Trevalla populations

All Hook methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 2

Kent Island group

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Eastern Bass Strait
Marine Protected Area (MPA)

All fishing methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 3
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Bass Strait Trawl Closure

Location: Bass Strait

Reason: Protect School and Gummy Shark habitat in Bass Strait
th'b'te_d All Demersal Otter Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 4

St Helens Hill closure

Location: Offshore north-east Tasmania
Reason: Protect Orange Roughy stocks
th'b'te_d All Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 5
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Seal Bay South Australia

Location: Seal Bay and Bales Beach, South Australia

Reason: Protect breeding populations of Australian Sea Lions
Prohibited —_

methods: All fishing methods

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 6

Pages Island South Australia

Location: North and South Page Islands, South Australia

Reason: Protect breeding populations of Australian Sea Lions and Great White Sharks.
Prohibited _

methods: All fishing methods

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 7
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Head of the Great Australian Bight South Australia - GHATS

Location: Great Australian Bight, South Australia

Reason: Protect breeding School Shark and Australian Sea Lion populations
Prohibited —_

methods: All fishing methods

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 8

East Coast Deepwater Trawl Sector Exclusion zone

Location: Offshore east coast of Australia
Reason: Protect benthic habitats
Proh|b|teFi All Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 9
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Backstairs Passage

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Great Australian Bight, South Australia
Protect breeding School Shark and Australian Seal Lion populations

All Gillnet methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 10

Kangaroo Island

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Kangaroo Island, South Australia
Protect breeding School Shark and Australian Sea Lion populations

All fishing methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 11
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Victor Harbor to the Victorian Border

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Inshore Victoria
Protect breeding School Shark and Australian Sea Lion populations

All fishing methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 12

183m Depth closure - Gillnet sector

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

AFZ waters deeper than 183m within the SESSF
Protect breeding School Shark populations

All Gillnet and hook methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 13
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West Coast Tasmania Depth Closure

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Waters south west of Tasmania deeper than 130m
Protect large school shark and targeting of deepwater sharks

All Shark Hook and Shark Gillnet methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 14
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Automatic Longline 183m Depth Closure

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

SESSF waters inside the 183m depth contour
Protect School and Gummy sharks

All Auto-Longline methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 15
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Scalefish Hook Sector Gulper Shark closure — Southe  rn Dogfish
Location: Offshore South Australia

Reason: Protect Southern Dogfish

Proh|b|teFi All Hook methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 16

GAB Gulper Shark closure — Southern Dogfish

Location: SESSF waters inside the 183m depth contour
Reason: Protect Southern Dogfish

Proh|b|teFi All Demersal Otter Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 17
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Gulper shark closure — Endeavour Dogfish (NSW)

Location: Waters off Sydney in the area of the submarine cable protection zones
Reason: Protect Endeavour Dogfish

Prohibited "

methods: All fishing methods

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 18

Gulper shark closure — Harrisson’s Dogfish (Eastern Bass Strait)
Location: Eastern Bass Strait

Reason: Protect Harrisson’s Dogfish

Proh|b|teFi All Hook and Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 19
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Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

SESSF waters outside 700m depth contour (750m in GABTS)
Protect Orange Roughy stocks

All Trawl methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 20

Tasmanian Seamounts Marine Reserve

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Approximately 170km south of Hobart, Tasmania
Protect the high number of endemic stocks found in the area

All Trawl methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 21
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Eastern South Australia Trawl Closure

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Eastern South Australia
Reduce the catch of juvenile scalefish and protect structured benthic habitat

All Demersal Otter Trawl methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 22

Portland Area Trawl Closure

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Coastal waters, west of Portland, South Australia
Reduce the catch of juvenile scalefish and protect structured benthic habitat

All Demersal Otter Trawl methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedule 23
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Great Australian Bight Deepwater Closures

Location: Areas off the Great Australian Bight, South Australia & Western Aust.
Reason: Protect deepwater species and Orange Roughy stocks

Proh|b|teq All Demersal Otter Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedules 24, 25 and 26

Great Australian Bight Orange Roughy Zones (west)

Location: Areas off the Great Australian Bight (west), Western Australia
Reason: Protect Orange Roughy stocks

th'b'te_d All Trawl methods

methods:

Reference: SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedules 27, 28, 29 and 30

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 2011 Management Arrangements

64



Great Australian Bight Orange Roughy Zones (east)

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:
Reference:

Areas off the Great Australian Bight (east), South Australia
Protect Orange Roughy stocks

All Trawl methods
SESSF Closures Direction No. 4 2010, Schedules 31, 32, 33, 34, and 35
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Great Australian Bight Far West Gulper Shark Closur e

Location: Area off the Great Australian Bight (west), South Australia
Reason: Protect Gulper shark

Proh|b|teq All trawl methods

methods:

. SESSF Closures Direction No.4 2010, Schedule 36
Reference:
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Barcoo and Taupo Seamounts Closure

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:

Reference:

Area off the east coast of southern New South Wales
Protect upper slope dogdfish ( Harrisson’s Dogfish)

All Commonwealth fishing methods
SESSF Closures Direction No.4 2010, Schedule 37
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Babel and Cape Barren Closure

Location: Area off Flinders Island, Bass Strait.
Reason: Protect upper slope dogfish (Harrisson’s Dogfish)
Prohibited .
. All Commonwealth fishing methods
methods:
. SESSF Closures Direction No.4 2010, Schedule 38 and 39
Reference:
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Port MacDonnell Closure

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:

Reference:

Area off south western South Australia
Protect upper slope dogfish (Southern Dogfish)

All Commonwealth fishing methods
SESSF Closures Direction No.4 2010, Schedule 40

Southern and Eastern Scalefish and Shark Fishery 2011 Management Arrangements

69



Australian Sea Lion Closures

Location:
Reason:
Prohibited
methods:

Reference:

South Australia
Protect Australian Sea Lions

Gillnet Methods
SESSF Closures Direction No.3 2010 or any future Direction
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Flinders Research Zone

Location:
Reason:
Applies to:
Reference:

Eastern Bass Strait

Protect upper slope dogfish (Harrisson’s Dogfish)

Trawl and Autolongline

Fisheries Management Policy — Flinders Research Zone
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Snapper Management Arrangements in Victorian Waters

Location: Victoria

Reason: Special provision for Snapper trip limit
Applies to: Trawl (otterboard and Danish Seine)
Reference: Closure Direction No. 5 2010
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Voluntary SESSF closures

Pink Ling Voluntary Closures

Voluntary seasonal closures have previously been in place for Maria Canyon, the Ling Hole,
Seiner’s Horseshoe and Everard Horseshoe to protect the spawning stock of Pink Ling. These
closures were implemented for 3 months between September and November. The
continuation of these closures for the 2011/12 fishing season is currently under discussion.
AFMA will be liaising with SETFIA and concession holders will be notified later this year as to
whether these voluntary closures will be implemented.

Blue Warehou Closure

As a key component of the Blue Warehou Rebuilding Strategy, in 2009 the trawling industry
initiated a voluntary temporary closure from Gabo Island to Lakes Entrance to protect
spawning stocks. This closure is to be monitored by means of AFMA's Vessel Monitoring
System (VMS) and AFMA will undertake an annual review of the effectiveness of the closures
structure and design.

The closure applies to all trawl (otterboard and Danish seine) and mesh operators. In 2011 the
closures are:

From: 00:01 hrs Wednesday 10 August 2011
To: 23:59 hrs Friday 16 September 2011

More information on this closure can be obtained from Dr lan Knuckey on mobile
0408 581 599.
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A3.2 Area closures outside AFMA'’s jurisdiction

Commonwealth Marine Reserve Network

For information on the Commonwealth Marine Reserves in the South-East, South-West, East
and West marine bioregions contact: http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/index.html.

Tasmanian Coastal Shark Closures - GHATS

The following 10 Tasmanian coastal areas have been declared as Shark Refuge areas and
Tasmanian state law prohibits fishing in these areas:

Blackman Bay

D'Entrecasteaux Channel

Derwent River

East Coast Waters

Frederick Henry Bay and Norfolk Bay
Georges Bay

Great Oyster Bay

Mercury Passage

Port Sorell

Tamar River

For further information on these shark refuge areas please visit:
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/ALIR-4YA7GL?0pen

Great Australian Bight Marine Park

This area known as the Great Australian Bight Marine Park is closed to all Commonwealth
GABTS Boat SFR holders. For more information please visit:
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mpa/gab/index.html

Victorian Marine Parks

Fishing is prohibited in Victorian Marine National Park and Sanctuaries. For more information
on these areas please contact Parks Victoria Information Centre on 131 963.
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Attachment 4. Gulper Shark Identification
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Attachment 5: 2011 Moon Calendar
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