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(. 6. November 2017

Senator the Hon. Anne Ruston

Assistant Minister to the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Assistant Minister

We have much pleasure in presenting to you the annual report of the Northern Tenitoiy Fisheries Joint
Authority (NTFJA) fm the financial year ended 30 June 2017.

The report reflects the Joint Authorities legislative reporting requirements and has been
prepared in accordance with subsection 70(1) of'the Public Service Act 1999, which requires
us to provide a report for you to present to fhe Parliament

This report has been prepared in accordance with section 10 of the Public Governance,
PerfijrmaHce and Accountability Rule 2014. We are satisfied that the Joint Authority agencies
have in place appropriate fiaud control mechanisms to meet our needs and comply with the
guidelines relevant to this annual report.

We ask that you table the NTFJA report fin- the period 2016-2017 in accordance with. section
46 of &v Public Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013 and subsection 70(1) of the
Public Service Act 1999.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Yours sincerely

DrNickRayns
Executive Manager Fisheries
Australian Fisheries Management
Authority

lanCumow
Executive Director Fisheries

Northern Temtory Department of Primary
Industry and Resources
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1. Introduction

This is the twenty sixth annual report of the Fisheries Joint Authority. This
report details the activities undertaken during the period 1 July 2016 to 30
June 2017 as well as information on the status of the fisheries.

The Joint Authority has responsibility for the management of the following
fisheries in all waters adjacent to the Northern Territory:

. Timor Reef Fishery;

. Demersal Fishery;

. Offshore Net and Line Fishery.

2. Enabling legislation

The NTFJA was established in Febmary 1983, under the then Commonwealth
legislation (Commonwealth Fisheries Act 1952) to provide for the
Commonwealth and the Northern Territory to jointly manage declared fisheries
and fisheries resources in waters adjacent to the Northern Territory. With the
passage of the Offshore Constitutional Settlement Agreement of 1987,
management of the Northern Territory (NT) pearl oyster fishery passed to the
Northern Territory Fisheries Joint Authority (NTFJA).

On 3 February 1995, the NTFJA, subject to the provisions of the
Commonwealth Fisheries Management Act 1991 and the Northern Territory
Fisheries Act 1988, assumed responsibility, in waters adjacent to the NT, for
the Demersal, Timor Reef, Offshore Net and Line and Finfish Trawl Fisheries
(finfish trawl fishery merged with demersal fishery in 2012). A copy of the
arrangement is found at Attachment A. Day to day administration of these
fisheries is provided by the Fishehes Division of the NT Department of Primary
Industry and Resources (DPIR).

3. Report on the status of fisheries managed by the Joint
Authority

Tables 1 and 2 (below) present a summary of the catches and status of the
fisheries managed by the NTFJA. Detailed catch, effort and status information
for each fishery are compiled annually and presented in the Northern Territory
Fishery Status Reports, available for download at:

httDS://dDif. nt. aov. au/statistics-survevs-and-research/fisheries-research

And in the Status of Key Australian Fish Stocks Reports at:

httD://www. fish. aov. au/Daaes/safs report. aspx

The Demersal Fishery targets mainly red snappers (Lutjanus malabaricus, L.
erythropterus) and gold-band snappers (Pristipomoides spp.) (Table 1).
Painted sweetlips (D/agramma pictum} and cods (Family Serranidae) are key
byproduct species. Drop lines, traps and trawl are the main gears used in the
fishery.

The Timor Reef Fishery primarily targets the higher-valued gold-band snapper
(P. multidens} and other Pristipomoides species (Table 1). Significant quantities



of red snappers (L malabaricus, L. erythropterus), red emperors (L. sefcae)and
cods (Family Serranidae) are also harvested.

Table 1 - Commercial catches of fin fish from 2012-2016. *Note figures for 2016 are
preliminary

Species/stock Fishery 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
preliminary

Goldband
snappers

DF

TR

217 392 349 280

365 353 257 306

356"

346*

Red snappers
(L malabancus,
L wythropterus)

DF

TR

1641 1986 2160 2300

212 240 182 250

2596"

426'

Group (other)
species

DF

TR

370 419 456 527

139 157 154 250

735"

269*

Blacktip sharks
(C tilstonl,
C limbatus)

ONLF
356 97 37

36*

Blacktip sharks
(C sorrah)

ONLF 75 23 18 10 4*

Grey mackere!
(S
semlfasciatus)

ONLF
347 347 503 407

334*

Other shark spp ONLF 294 81 61 28 54'

Other non-shark
spp

ONLF 42 22 50 18 44*

DF- Demersal Fishery; TR- Timor Reef Fishery; ONLF- Offshore Net and Line Fishery, 2016'
Preliminary figures only



Table 2 - Summary of status of assessed stocks in NTFJA Fisheries

Species/stock Stock Status

Goldband snappers (DF/TR) Sustainably fished (2015)

Red snappers (L erythropterus) (DF/TR) Sustainably fished (2015)

Red snappers (L ma/abaricus) (DF/TR) Sustainably fished (2015)

Blacktip sharks (C tilstoni, C limbatus, C sorrah)
(ONLF)

Sustainably fished (2015)

Grey Mackerel (ONLF) Sustainably fished (2015)

DF- Demersal Fishery; TR- Timor Reef Fishery; ONLF- Offshore Net and Line Fishery

The commercial Offshore Net and Line Fishery targets black-tip sharks
(Carcharhinus tilstoni, C. llmbatus and C. sorrah} and grey mackerels
(Scomberomorus semifasciatus) (Table 1). A variety of other sharks and
pelagic finfish are also caught as byproduct. Exploitation by the FTO and
recreational sectors is considered to be quite low.

According to the Status of Key Australian Fish Stocks Report 2015, the
fisheries for each of the target species listed above have been assessed to be
sustainable at recent harvest levels (Table 2). In all of these fisheries, catches
in adjacent Indonesian waters may be significant, and impacts on the
Australian fisheries will be dependent on connectivity (fish movement and
mixing) between the fisheries. This issue is elaborated upon in the Fishery
Status Reports and in the Status of Key Australian Fish Stocks Reports.

4. Report on activities of the Joint Authority during the
reporting period

An annual meeting of the NTFJA is held In the first or second quarter of each
financial year (reporting period) or as required. At each meeting key issues
within the NTFJA fisheries are discussed and decisions regarding these issues
may be made. Attachment B contains the 2016 meeting minutes and decision
record. The Commonwealth and Territory members of the NTFJA for the
2016/17 reporting period, along with the deputies for both members, are listed
in Table 3.

Table 3 - NTFJA Members and deputies for the period 2016/17

Role Commonwealth Northern Territory

Member Senator the Hon. Anne

Ruston, Assistant Minister
for Agriculture and Water
Resources, (1 July 2016 -
30 June 2017)

The Hon. Gary Higgins
MLA, NT Minister for

Primary Industry and
Fisheries (1 July 2016-
30 August 2016)

The Hon. Michael Gunner
MLA, NT Minister for



Primary Industry and
Resources (31 August
2016-11 September
2016)

The Hon. Ken Vowles
MLA, NT Minister for
Primary Industry and
Resources (12
September 2016-30
June 2017)

Deputy Dr Nick Rayns, Executive
Manager, Fisheries,
Australian Fisheries

Management Authority
(AFMA)

Mr Glenn Schipp, Director
Fisheries and
Aquaculture, Northern
Territory Department of
Primary Industry and
Resources.



Attachment A - Excerpt of the Northern Territory Government
Gazette of February 1995

ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE
NORTHERN TERRITORY IN RELATION TO THE NORTHERN SHARK
FISHERY

An ARRANGEMENT entered into between the Commonwealth of Australia
(the Commonwealth) of the one part and the Northern Territory (the Territory)
of the other part.

WHEREAS-

(a) paragraph 4(i)(a) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901 of the
Commonwealth provides that where an Act is enacted on or after the
date of commencement of this section that it is not to come into

operation immediately upon its enactment, is expressed to confer
power, inter alia, to make an instrument of a legislative or
administrative character, then, unless the contrary intention applies, the
power may be exercised, and anything may be done for the purpose of
enabling the exercise of the power, before the Act concerned comes
into operation as if it had come into operation;

(b) subsection 2(2) of the Fisheries Management Act 1991 of the
Commonwealth (the Management Act) provides that Part 5 of the
Management Act, which provides for co-operation with the States and
Northern Territory in the management of fisheries, commences upon
the repeal or the ceasing to have effect (as the case may be) of Part
IVA of the Fisheries Act 1952 of the Commonwealth;

(c) by subsection 7(3) of the Fisheries Legislation (Consequential
Provisions) Act 1991 of the Commonwealth (the Consequential
Provisions Act) as amended by section 24 of the Primary Industries
and Energy Legislation Amendment Act 1993 Part IVA of the Fisheries
AcM952, unless sooner repealed, ceases to have effect at the end of
the period of 3 years beginning 3 February 1992, the day on which
section 7 of the Consequential Provisions Act commenced;

(d) paragraph 7(4)(a) of the Consequential Provisions Act provides that
upon the commencement of Part 5 of the Act, the Northern Territory
Fisheries Joint Authority, established by subsection i2D(i) of the
Fisheries Act 1952, continues in existence as if it had been established
under Part 5 of the Management Act;

(e) arrangements were entered into under section 121-1 (4) of the Fisheries
Acf\952 between the Commonwealth and the Territory in relation to
the:

(i) Pelagic Fishery, published in the Commonwealth of Australia
Gazette No 8109 on 14 April 1988;

(ii) Pelagic Fishery except with pelagic gillnets in waters within 12
nautical miles seaward of the baseline or by trolling, published in
the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No 8109 on 14 April
1988;



(f) paragraph 7(4) (b) of the Consequential Provisions Act provides that
upon the commencement of Part 5 of the Act, any arrangement made
with a State or Territory under subsection i2H(i) or (4) of the Fisheries
Act 1952 that was in force immediately before that commencement
continues in force as if it had been made under Part 5 of the
Management Act;

(g) the Arrangements referred to in paragraph (e) of this Arrangement
were made under Division 3 of Part FVA of the Fisheries Act 1952;

(h) subsection 75(1) of the Management Act provides that an
Arrangement under Division 3 of Part 5 of the Management Act may be
terminated by instrument approved by the Govemor-General and! the
Governor or Governors of the State or States concerned;

(i) section 59 of the Management Act provides:

(i) that Part 5 of the Management Act Has effect as if the Northern
Territory was a State

(ii) that a reference in that Part to the Governor of a State shall be
read, in relation to the Northern Territory, as a reference to the
Administrator of the Territory;

(j) subsection 33 (3) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1901 provides inter alia
that where an Act confers a power to make any instrument, the power
shall, unless the contrary intention appears, be construed as including
a power exercisable in the like manner and subject to the like
conditions (if any) to repeal any such instrument;

(k) subsection 8(1) of the Interpretation Act 1978 of the Territory provides
that where a provision of an Act is expressed to confer power, or to
amend a provision of another Act in such a manner that the other Act,
as amended, will confer power, to take any action, including power to
make an appointment or to make an instrument of a legislative or
administrative character then, before the first-mentioned provision or
the second-mentioned provision as amended, as the case may be,
comes into operation, that power may be exercised and anything may
be done for the purposes of enabling the exercise of the power or of
bringing the appointment or instrument into effect;

(1) subsection 64(2) of the Fisheries Act 1 988 of the Territory (the
Territory Act) empowers the Territory to terminate an arrangement
under Part 5 of the Management Act;

(m) subsection 71 (1) of the Management Act provides that the

Commonwealth may make an arrangement with a State or States
represented on a Joint Authority that the Joint Authority is to have the
management of a particular fishery in waters relevant to that State or
any of those States;

(n) subsection 74(1) of the Management Act provides that an arrangement
under, inter alia, section 71 is to be made by an instrument approved
by the Governor-General and the Governor or Governors of the State
or States concerned;



(o) subsection 64(1) of the Territory Act as amended by section 37 of the

Fisheries Amendment Act 1994 of the Territory empowers the Territory
to make an arrangement under Part 5 of the Management Act;

(p) both the Commonwealth and the Territory are desirous of exercising
their powers to make a further Arrangement in relation to the fishery
referred to in clause 2 of this Arrangement.

NOW THERFORE, in pursuance of the Management Act and the Territory Act
and of all the powers so enabling, it is mutually arranged as follows:

1. The Arrangements entered into between the Commonwealth and the
Northern Territory as referred to in paragraph (e) of the recitals to this
Arrangement are, pursuant to subsection 75 (i) of the Management Act
and subsection 64(2) of the Territory Act, terminated.

2. The Commonwealth and the Territory hereby arrange that the fishery,
being for any purpose other than recreation, in waters relevant to
Northern Territory, being coastal waters and waters of the Australian
fishing zone that lie within the area described in Schedule 2 to the
Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1967 under the heading "Area that
includes the Adjacent Area in respect of the Northern Territory", for:

(a) all fish of the Class Chondrichthyes (cartilaginous fishes) using
any fishing method;

but excluding fish to which this paragraph otherwise would apply taken in the
exercise of aright conferred in relation to another fishery by a fishing
concession granted by the Australian Fisheries Management Authority under
the Management Act;

(b) all fish of the Class Osteichthyes (bony fish) taken in the exercise
of a right conferred by a licence or other authohty granted by the
Territory on behalf of the Northern Territory Fisheries Joint
Authority for the fish to which paragraph (a) applies;

is to be managed by the Northern Territory Fisheries Joint Authority in
accordance with the law of the Territory.

3. The Minister responsible for administering the Management Act and
the Minister responsible for administering the Territory Act may agree
in writing to the maximum quantity of other fish the subject of
paragraph 2(b) that may be taken from time to time under a licence or
other authority referred to in that paragraph and on matters of mutual
interest in relation to the fishery.

4. This Arrangement shall, upon being executed on behalf of the

Commonwealth and of the Territory and upon being approved by the
Governor-General of the Commonwealth and the Administrator of the

Northern Territory, take effect on 3 Febmary 1995.

5. Without affecting the construction which this Arrangement would have
if no provision of this Arrangement or part thereof is invalid, it is the
intention of this Arrangement that if any provision of this Arrangement
or part thereof is invalid, the remainder of that provision or part thereof



was not included in this Arrangement even if the result is to extend the
fishery by this Arrangement.

Dated 19th December, 1994

Signed for and on behalf of the
Commonwealth of Australia by the
Honourable DAVID PETER BEDDALL,
Minister for Resources

Signed for and on behalf of the
Northern Territory by the
Honourable MICHAEL JAMES PALMER
Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries

In the presence of
P. STEVEN

In the presence of
A.R.SPRIGG



MEETING OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
FISHERIES JOINT AUTHORITY

12;50PM, 21 SeptafflbBr2016
AFMA OtBcw, Norihboume Aw, Canbana, ACT

Canbgna

dttanAnca

Mamban:

Ob-mn;

RECORD OF DECISIONS

Deputy for the Australian GovemmBnt
Assistant Miniater for Agriculture & Water RaaoureeB
Or Nck Rayns

Oaputy for the Northern Tartory Minister (or
PriiTMfy Indiasdy and Reaounsm
Mr. lan Cumow

Socretary
DmidMd(ey<NTDPIFt

Scott SpaocerfQDAF)
Shana Fava (AFMA)
Kieran Macdonall (DAWR)
Ju3Une Gilbert (DAWR)
Rflbacca CUher OWA FSH)
Heather Brayford (WA FISH)

Nick Rayns (Chair) opened the meBiing at 1Z:50pfli.

1, PROCEDURAL MATTERS

Officials of the Commonwaalth and NT Fiaheries mat OB 21 Septsmber 2016 to
d iscuw cuirent issues ratovanttothe Northam Temtixy Fisheries Joint Atlthority
(NTFJA). Details of the discussion and recommenciatkxia
are detailed.

<.1 fthHaBMUB»>rfNniibw*»Owu<hai,S»cntmy«n<(Orti( flfl-

The idertfficatkm of pnwnt delesates and depuUw to the meetinB was noted, as
waa the appoinlmsnt of a secrBtaiy and the kfaitiScation of obBaners,

Officials o» the ComBictumiMi and NT Rdwlaa oonflimed that their status as
mamtrn'deputies wa« in ofder. Mr David McKey. Dapat-nent of Primary
Industry and ftgsouroea (NT DPIR) actad u the secretary to the NTFJA.
Obswvere at the msBting ware noted and am iBcoRted - preaent in Ihb fBconl.



1.2 Conffnnafton ofAyamh

MembBiB cnnftmad U» ̂ anda.

1.3 KBCi»nlofOBc*itom»artiliijf<hamB»wrR»hw*u. (nln(Ait(W»rfty
PUFJA) mwttns of23 Sfptwnbar W1S

The Reuxd of Eteciriona arising from the NTFJA meeting of 23 September
2016 waa pevleured. It ww noted all mwmmendriiopa had been acfeimd
.Bid was deemed to be an aoeuota fefleettonirfdectotoro tattBn.

2. MATTERS FOR CONMDERAnON / IWORNUTION

2, f (ftidB»Bon«»haw<rfmKMfflt<»ria«

2. 1. 1 Timor RwfFislmyfTRFj

Member'a noted the mfoffiialien crovidtd In tha background papas attached
to the agenda and the Northern Tmrltoiy delegate provided a summary of the
Timor Reef Fishery to meinbeis and obtenrere as friiows:

An OffahoiB Snappa Fiaheriw Advisory CommNtee (OBFAC) waa
establiihed h 2013-14 to awfet tha Dimctor of FiaheriBS uid AquaeuUuw In
the ongoing administfatkm of the fisheries.

A Memorandum of Undsr-rtanding bstwden AFMA, NT Police and NT
Raheries waa signed Amuay 2012 snsurinfl effiecBw compliance of  ®
quota amingemBnla hi tha TRF. AFMA undenakBt day to day compBanca
BotMBB8pBlalBdtoU»TRFonbat>a»ofawl<TPdta«vlaa»agna«lfwtor
aenrice' . irwigemanL

Mamtwre rroted the above amngBinwrt was wartdng well and no tignificant
decision rule triggere hava been metto date We yarn. Triggan to infUate
further data coltoctton had barn met and raasBrehAnonitoring progfams
established according to ttie dectston ftstnawk aa a fwult.

As par tha irainagBmniTt fnimewortt decision nitos, addiUonad costt for (hit
flshwy are levied back to llcnnce boMers ead> year at lleancB isnawat timn,
Member noted total levies were collscted for 2016-17 total ~$173k, being for
offsetting costs far admlnlstrafior, compliance moifflorine, coflNMned flrtiefy
Red Emperor Stock Rtdudion Analytis (SRA) and a Stock Structumtudy to
three snapper spBdas (shared researeh projoct wtth Western AuBtralla).

The membew noted <ha ttock dmchire pfq|ed h eumnlty undenwair and
oonBnum hto 2018-17. At muiltB from thla work wdl be (noofpoiatBd hto
apdaUng the stock assasaments for thte flshsry.



Members noted the single flnfiah trawl trial oonthuw within certain areas of
(he 7RF to monitor, reconl and evaluata anvironmsntal impact of the gear on
tts seabed with a view to axptoie potential to inccxporate the gear Into the
Fiahery.

Tlwpurpt»Bo(thBtridl8to<totem*>BlftheMlpB larthil'aflhaTRFcanIin

mubri w»h the adnpficn of careluiy managed and iprtMly Nrnitod Bawf
ac&wtf (a> has already bean auccaariuBy achlewd in the &F).

'nielririisaxpectedtotienBwaiNBdatUiBandofthlayear. Theltorthetn
Australian Fbtwrie* Committee (NAFG) wilt ba Infennad of the autcomea from
the revfsw and, ff the fwmwtf mcommandB the aaar te daaitied
accepbable; approval win be sought ftom the NT Fiihing Joint Authority nt the
appropriate time.

Membws noted dedictad resourcos to progress Uie actions Iniffated Ihiough
OSFAC for the managemeat of  » Dflmanat RshBfy and Timor Rest Fiahery
conlinuas. Tha luUyfundad manafler Is into hta aamnd year (contract until
Nov 2017).

2. 1.2 DwwwlFistMiy

Mamber's noted thtt information provided In the bad<nmund pepem attachsd
to the agenda and the Northern Temtoiy dateggte provklsd a tummaiy of <h6
Damawa! Rahary to immbers and obstnere as foltowa:

The FIshny has a lyr WUdlife Trade Opsratton acuBditatlon unUI 27 OchAer
2017 and DoEE to awam of (he wnik undenwff to dawlop . naw
insuNgemant ftamawoftt for the .RBhwy, which will incaipoiate g fbnnal
harvsEi rtatofly. At a tesuS ofthta worit, ths fisheiy te wcpecdng Irtertn WTO
accredftitOons until the harvsat strategy ia completed.

Since Iha Inboductkm a! the ITQ's, feurfinSsh tfaMi veaaela aid 1-3 fiah-trap
amd drop-liiN waaato am opamtfrig, with no mcisaBa to active wsaal
numban from tat ywr. Importantly, the objectwa of the NTFJA mbNing In
better utili*aUon offlsh ttocks, paiUuitariy red anappem haw again bwn
achieved with -89% of avdlaUs itocka being utilised to 2015-16.

A Memorandum of Understanding between AFMA, NT Police and NT
Fjshariro came into effect mid- 2012. AFMA undertatea day to day
ainipllancanclhiltlMmlatedtotheDFonlMhalfofaieNTPBlieevwan
«gfB«d fee for sarrice' airangemant.

NT Reberies monitors ttr necoided Iwwste from .the fishsry to anture Uiat
Uw appropriate management actfan b taken whnn nafarBnce friggf a*
detailed in the Decision Rules are met Memtisrs noted no dgnilicait dBctefon
rule triggen havo b«wi met to date thle year. Trigger* to inltiatB further data
ootodlon had been inat and n-aeaidiAnonltorlna proorams established
according to the dedtton framework as a result.



OSFAC initiated an tndustry contrtbuBon of fund* to prouids dadteated
mBourcos to progresa the action* initiated throuah OSFAC fof the
mananament of (he Dinanal Fiahniy and Ttawr Raef Fhhaiy. The fally
funded manager i» into hto aecond year (oontract unBI Nov Z017),

Triggere met in the IhhBiiee dBciston rutes initiated data coNncttan and
analysis of Goldband, Red anappcr and aelected Group tpedea otolWw ftom
vessels (or age sbudum analyais.

AB per tho management framewoik dedtton rules, addittonat floats (oTfhiB
fidiery am tovted baokto Itoenw holdw* aadi yaar at iteMiw mnmual Snw.

Mnmbere noted Indltttiy toviw ooDectod for 2018-17 total -SIM k being far
offsetting coati for adminlsbaUon, managanient, campltnnoe monibring.

Members noted plans to forge ahBad vuNh fhBinduatry driven prDposed area
'8' amBndlTlcote. The NTFJA'a 'in-principte' approval of the proposed
amsfldmente to the Regulatinns wtl be sought atffte appropriala Bma.

2. 1.3 cgahofatiet&UmFisiiafy

Member's noted the infonnaSon provkled in the backgroumi papB is attached
to the agenda and the Northern TenUory dBtogste piwAtoda nimnny of the
Offshore Net and Line Ftehay to nwnbere and obtwvere as foUows:

Ths Fishery hw WTO accreditation untB 23 September 2017 and to curmrtty
working vnth the Oepartment or Enrironmant (DOE) tn mset the onndltions
and reoomiTiandalions for tho fishery. The Department of Environment has
mcentty published a positive (ton Detriment Finding (NDF) assessment for the
Hammartiead comptex. This asseaament was neeewaiy because of th«
recent Convention on International Trade in Endangared Spectoa IbBna of
Scaltoped ftammartrad.

An Advteofy Committea with broad anctor manbenhip it aaahlfnfl the NTFJA
with a eompmhenahrtf review of Ihe maRagement timingemeiih of the
Offehore Net and Lina Fishery.

The flrst steps taken warn to identify an oontempomiy issues and rtsto (real
and peronivBd) associated with B» uarious efemente of the ownmeidal,
recreational and Indlaenoua haneate. The Offehom Nrt and line AiMsory
Group have dawdoped appropriate measurea to 8*frBwlng SdBntWed rialu

and tasum ̂ a a diaft maiiagBment Iramawiik. Kay etomNrta to Ihe ptoposad
management arrangementt ftldude an tndMdual Tmfwtwabte Quota ayatem
and Decision Rules, eimdar to the offshore anappcr afrangemente.

Tho draft ftamarork has bean dlatributed la all .fleeted licence hoklere and
comnwntt we eurenUy being worked through with Industry repressntathiaa, A
copy of the diaft framework wd be dtetitbutBtftQmamberswhBn avaltabte.



The roanaaement uamNuuk will fomi the basis for drafting Inrinjctfana to
amend the regulations. Th* HTFJA's 'in-prfncipte' approval of the propoted
amendments to the Regulations will be sought at the appropriate dim.

Mnmbsn noted Die IntbnnaUan providad In the backflrouid paper anti
outcomes in relalton to the major wwaw offutura management and rmoarch
dlrsctfcina for shark fisheries. Ths intont and IKelytimdlne cf that review was
discussed and notod with the Deputy far the Auatmfen Govamment notiTfl
the iinpcrtance for ongoing dialogue mganBng progiBas and outcome.

3. OTHER BUSINESS

lan Cumow provided Information to the menting to relation to the reoerTtty
ctodared Ummen National Park In the GulfofCaipenlaria. Merobem noted
potanitol luuw may be acoesa for the Northern Piwffi Fhhaiy. lan
euggeeted thatttis NPF Indurtry llatoewith Iha mlevantNTDepartmantto
ensure propoEsd boundaries do nut unduly impact on prawn fishing grounds.

4. NEXTNEETINO

Mambere afireed the next meutins rf the NTFJAwouki be heB in conjunction
wBhNAFC2617

s. a

mseting dosed at 12:58 PW

DrNidtRayns

Exacuyve Manager. Ftehatfts
Aintnbn Fiatorio* Mumgroient
AuUiortty

Deputy for the Australian Ooniammert
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